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INTRODUCTION
From mass protests demanding social and poli�cal change in Iran to
protests around the world over the climate crisis and the rising cost of
living, people con�nue to take to the streets to voice their opinions, express
dissent and call for jus�ce. But even though this fundamental right is
guaranteed by interna�onal human rights law and standards, governments
keep limi�ng these laws and restric�ng the right to protest.

Since 2017, the CIVICUS Monitor has tracked an ongoing crackdown on the
right to peaceful assembly. Most recently governments have used the
COVID-19 pandemic as a pretext to further restrict fundamental freedoms,
including the right to protest. Despite this, people are con�nuing to
mobilise, including by using crea�ve and alterna�ve forms of protest when
pandemic restric�ons are applied, such as masked and distanced
demonstra�ons and online protests. Technology has broadened the
opportuni�es for mobilising, but at the same �me new challenges have
emerged for cri�cal voices, as governments expand their tac�cs to restrict
online access and put people under surveillance.

Though challenges persist, protests con�nue to be a powerful and effec�ve
means of defending rights and advoca�ng for their realisa�on. In 2022, the
rising cost of food and fuel have sparked mobilisa�ons against corrup�on,
mismanagement and inequality. Mass protests have taken place in many
countries around the world, even in authoritarian contexts. In some
countries, smaller-scale protests have drawn a�en�on to pressing issues.
Protests ini�ally sparked by regressive economic policies and increases in
the cost of living have o�en turned into protests against corrupt poli�cal
leaders and systemic injus�ce.

https://monitor.civicus.org
https://monitor.civicus.org/COVID19September2021/
https://www.civicus.org/documents/reports-and-publications/SOCS/2022/CIVICUS2022SOCSReport.pdf


According to CIVICUS Monitor data, protests took place in at least 131 countries during the past year, with the majority of them
considered peaceful. ¹

Out of 33 categories of viola�ons of civic freedoms tracked by the CIVICUSMonitor, since 2020 the deten�on of protesters has been
the number one viola�on. Deten�on is a pervasive prac�ce used by the authori�es to prevent and disrupt protests and punish
protesters. Women, LGBTQI+ people, Indigenous people, Black people, migrants and other excluded groups o�en face harsher
repression due to discriminatory and unjust prac�ces.

While restric�ons used by the authori�es prior to protests are challenging to quan�fy, due to the different state elements involved
and methods employed, this paper describes restric�ons by illustra�ng some of the most significant cases documented by the
CIVICUS Monitor in the past year.

Across the globe, governments are using a range of tac�cs to crack down on protests. Although interna�onal human rights law and
standards establish that, as a general rule, states must ensure the right to peaceful assembly, restric�ons of the right o�en begin
even before any protest occurs. Authori�es prevent demonstra�ons by refusing permission or blocking routes adjacent to a planned
protest area. Organisers face in�mida�on, harassment and surveillance when planning a protest, and some�mes are subject to
house arrest just before a protest.
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PROTESTS WERE DOCUMENTED IN
AT LEAST 131 COUNTRIES IN THE
PAST YEAR

131
IN AT LEAST IN 92
COUNTRIES PROTESTER(S)
WERE DETAINED.

¹ Out of all CIVICUS Monitor updates covering incidents related to protests, 17 per cent documented cases in which protests became
violent because of the ac�ons of protesters. Although isolated violent incidents might have occurred, protests were largely peaceful.

92

https://findings2021.monitor.civicus.org/top-violations.html
https://civicus.org/protest-resilience-toolkit/your-right-to-protest/
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Restric�ons that precede protests create a chilling environment by genera�ng an atmosphere of fear and violence that discourages
people from exercising their right to peaceful assembly. This means that protests are more common in countries with open and
enabling civic space compared to closed and repressed environments.

Deten�on is not only used as a tac�c to stop protesters taking part; it is also used to disrupt protests as people are gathering and
during protests to break them up. Excessive force is also frequently deployed. Interna�onal human rights law establishes that force
should only be used if strictly unavoidable. However, excessive force was used in over 57 countries during the past year. In at least
24 countries, protesters were killed while peacefully protes�ng. And although every person should be able to observe and report on
protests, journalists are o�en vic�ms of violence and arrests while covering protests. At �mes, viola�ons con�nue a�er protests,
with the harassment and prosecu�on of protest organisers and par�cipants.

Lack of accountability for freedom of peaceful assembly viola�ons is common, despite the obliga�ons placed on states under
interna�onal human right law to provide adequate and prompt remedies to protesters whose rights have been violated.

This report does not provide an exhaus�ve list of restric�ons faced by protesters. Rather, it seeks to expose the wide range of
impediments and viola�ons that protesters experience, highligh�ng the regional nuances and key cases that exemplify the tac�cs
used to restrict the right to peaceful assembly.

Drivers of Protests
Over the past year economic, poli�cal and governance issues were key drivers of protests. The
spike in the prices of fuel and food led to mass demonstra�ons against the rising cost of living.
Infla�on and shortage of essen�al goods, together with economic mismanagement, underpin
poverty and inequality, which prompted numerous demonstra�ons demanding governments
to confront the economic crises and end corrup�on.

Oppression and abuse of power were also common drivers of protests around the world,
including mobilisa�ons against military juntas and an�-coup protests. Demonstra�ons calling
for free and fair elec�ons and the request to release poli�cal prisoners also set the scene for
many protest

The defence of human rights has also been at the centre of mass mobilisa�ons. Restric�ons
on civic freedoms and uneven rights for women have also ignited many protests. Planetary
problems have also been a driver, as the climate crisis intensifies, environmental and
indigenous ac�vists con�nue to take to the streets to hold policymakers and corporate leaders
to account.

https://civicus.org/protest-resilience-toolkit/your-right-to-protest/
https://civicus.org/protest-resilience-toolkit/your-right-to-protest/
https://civicus.org/protest-resilience-toolkit/your-right-to-protest/


GLOBAL ASSESSMENT ON PROTEST RIGHTS

5

Repressive governments create a chilling environment to hinder the free and full exercise of the right to peaceful assembly.
Authori�es use different measures in law, policy and prac�ce to undermine the ability to mobilise, gather and take to the streets.
In some countries, the law requires that people obtain authorisa�on to hold protests. In other countries, a legal requirement to
no�fy the authori�es in advance of a planned protest is misconstrued by them as meaning that permission is required before
holding protests. Instances have also been documented of law enforcement officers arres�ng protest organisers and protesters
ahead of protests as a tac�c to prevent protests.

In some restric�ve environments, the authori�es apply outright bans on gatherings and protests. In countries such as Belarus, where
popular movements sparked mass protests against the government and electoral fraud, the authori�es have enacted laws and
regula�ons aimed at preven�ng and undermining further protests. Internet blockages and a�acks against protesters and protest
organisers ahead of demonstra�ons are also common occurrences in mul�ple countries.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, states across the globe invoked legal and policy measures to curb the spread of the virus. However,
many authori�es imposed overly broad emergency powers and other measures to limit the right to gather, using the pandemic as a
pretext.

The restric�ons and viola�ons that take place
before protests have a chilling effect on the
right to peaceful assembly in an a�empt to
discourage people from taking collec�ve
ac�on. In countries with closed civic space,
restric�ons are o�en more severe and the
consequences of protes�ng more serious.
Over the past year, protests were
documented in only 12 countries rated as
closed by the CIVICUS Monitor, while
protes�ng was widespread in countries rated
as having more open civic space.

PART I: A chillingenvironment forprotests

https://civicus.org/documents/SOCS2021Part4.pdf#page=4
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Source: CIVICUS Monitor Updates-Dataset includes information on 155 countries:
23 from the Americas, 37 from Africa, 36 from Asia & Pacific, 42 from Europe & Central Asia and 17 from the MENA region.
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Analysis by region
In some African countries, such as Angola, the country’s cons�tu�on contains a legal provision requiring no�fica�on for protests,
which is turned into an authorisa�on exercise, with authorisa�on frequently denied by the authori�es.

Under the Stage of Siege, which since May 2021 has imposed mar�al law in the Democra�c Republic of the Congo’s (DRC) conflict-
ridden eastern provinces of Ituri and North Kivu, the military can search people's homes, ban mee�ngs and publica�ons, restrict
movement and arrest anyone accused of disrup�ng public order. Addi�onally, civilians – including protesters – are prosecuted before
military courts rather than civilian courts.

In South Africa, the Johannesburg city government a�empted to impose high fees for protests – ranging from ZAR 172 (approx.
US$10) for a picket convened by civil society to ZAR 15,000 (approx. US$906) for a union strike march – arguing that protests require
addi�onal municipal services. Following a legal case ini�ated by civil society, the Johannesburg High Court sided with civil society in
June 2022, finding the levying of such fees uncons�tu�onal.

In Kenya, the Public Order Act, enacted during
Bri�sh colonial rule when police were
centralised, militarised and given extensive
powers to exert control, requires that
organisers of a public procession no�fy the
authori�es at least three days in advance. This
provision, however, con�nues to be misused
by law enforcement officers who grant or
deny permission to protest at their arbitrary
discre�on. In many instances, the authori�es
deny permission to hold protests, as was seen
on 28 June 2022 when a le�er no�fying the
police about an intended protest by the Social
Jus�ce Centre working group, a Nairobi-based
grassroots group, was rejected without
explana�on by the Officer Commanding
Sta�on in Kasarani.

Kenya: The Public Order Act, enacted during British colonial rule, continues to be misused by law enforcement to restrict protests.
(Photo by Tony Karumba | AFP)

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/23/civic-freedoms-restricted-ahead-of-24-august-general-elections/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/05/06/15-activists-sentenced-for-peacefully-protesting-under-State-of-Siege-in-eastern-DRC/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/30/worrying-trends-vilification-csos-and-killings-hrds/
https://www.civicus.org/documents/KenyaCountryBrief.August2022.pdf
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In several countries the authori�es have used outright bans to
prevent protests – par�cularly civil society and opposi�on
demonstra�ons – happening, o�en using grounds such as disturbing
public order, security concerns, or public health reasons. In Togo, the
health emergency due to the COVID- 19 pandemic has o�en been
misused over the past two years as a pretext to ban public mee�ngs
and protests.

In Chad, the military has almost systema�cally banned protests
organised by the Wakit Tama coali�on, which brings together civil
society groups and the opposi�on, which has been protes�ng for a
swi� return to civilian rule since the military takeover following
President Idriss Déby’s death in April 2020. In Guinea, the military
transi�onal authori�es, which took over following a military coup in
September 2021, announced in May 2022 that all public protests
‘likely to compromise social tranquillity and the proper
implementa�on of the ac�vi�es contained in the �metable’ for
transi�on are banned un�l the start of the electoral campaign period
– which could be several years away.

In some countries, the authori�es have banned or prevented civil
society mee�ngs and public conferences. On 21 May 2022, police in
Cabinda, Angola blocked the entrance to the hotel where a
conference on peacebuilding, organised by human rights
organisa�ons OMUNGA and Associação para Desenvolvimento da
Cultura e Direitos Humanos was to take place.

In Cameroon, public mee�ngs, including press conferences, are
rou�nely banned by local authori�es. For example, in December
2021, local authori�es in Yaoundé banned a subregional civil society
conference on na�onal reconcilia�on, convened by human rights
organisa�on Réseau des Défenseurs des Droits Humains en Afrique
Centrale (REDHAC), on grounds of alleged a�empts to disturb ‘public
order and public tranquillity’ and ‘threats emana�ng from the new
COVID-19 variant called Omicron’. Shortly a�er submi�ng

Guinea: The military transitional authorities whoousted President Alpha Conde in
September 2021 and suspended theConstitution banned protests until the startof
the electoral period. (Photo by JOHNWESSELS / AFP)

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/07/15/new-decree-mandates-NGOs-to-align-their-activities-to-governmental-development-priorities/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/11/01/chad-black-thursday-at-least-50-killed-in-protests-against-extension-military-transitional-period/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2021/06/10/at-least-16-killed-hundreds-arrested-in-protests-to-demand-return-to-civilian-rule/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2021/10/27/guinea-president-ousted-military-coup-release-HRD-journalists-attacked/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/05/30/blanket-ban-protests-until-election-campaign-starts/
https://lens.civicus.org/guineas-military-in-no-hurry-to-return-to-the-barracks/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/23/civic-freedoms-restricted-ahead-of-24-august-general-elections/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/04/15/harsh-sentences-opposition-protesters-journalists-and-tv-programme-suspended/


GLOBAL ASSESSMENT ON PROTEST RIGHTS

9

no�fica�on of the conference, on 10 December 2021, the Direc�on of Judicial Police summoned REDHAC’s execu�ve director,
Maximilienne Chantal Ngo Mbe, for ques�oning. A speaker at the conference, South African ac�vist Corle� Letjoane, was detained
for 30 hours a�er her arrival in Cameroon, without access to a lawyer.

Arrests of protest organisers or of people and groups mobilising for a protest is another tac�c used to quell protests. In Sierra Leone,
two opposi�on poli�cians were arrested on 3 July 2022 on accusa�ons of inci�ng unlawful street protests. The arrests occurred a
day before protests under the banner of ‘Black Monday’, where hundreds of women took to the streets to protest against the high
cost of living, economic hardship and economic policies.

Ahead of planned na�onwide an�-government protests scheduled for 30 August 2021 in South Sudan, organised by the People’s
Coali�on for Civil Ac�on (PCCA) as part of a public campaign calling for poli�cal change, the Na�onal Security Service (NSS) and the
police cau�oned people against par�cipa�ng. Three days before the planned protests, on 27 August 2021, the streets filled with a
large presence of police officers with orders to arrest any protesters. On the day, four ac�vists were arrested inWau and two others,
together with a bishop, were arrested in Yei a�er the NSS accused them of ‘possessing informa�on’ related to the PCCA. On 2
September 2021, the NSS arrested two staff members from the Founda�on for Democracy and Accountable Governance for
allegedly being among the people who planned the protests. On the eve of the planned protests, the government also shut down
internet access un�l 30 August 2021, when it became clear the protests would not take place. The police spokesperson did not
authorise the protests on the basis that the protests would allegedly ‘cause public disorder’.

Meanwhile in the Americas, countries across the region have adopted or proposed legisla�on to make it more difficult to protest.
In the USA, an�-protest laws have been a significant trend over the past five years. Between October 2021 and September 2022, 11
US state legislatures introduced bills to limit demonstra�ons and set harsher penal�es for protes�ng. The Alabama legislature, for
example, expanded the defini�on of cri�cal infrastructure to include pipelines and mining opera�ons, and created new penal�es
for those protes�ng near such structures.

Following protests over fuel prices in March 2022, a group of senators in Paraguay proposed a change to the Criminal Code to
criminalise traffic obstruc�on, a measure they said would ‘dissuade’ protesters from blocking roads and encourage them to engage
in dialogue with the government. The proposal was later shelved by the Senate.

In Uruguay, in a referendum held in March 2022, a narrow majority supported the “full maintenance of the Urgent Considera�on
Law (2020), a wide-ranging omnibus” package of legisla�on. Among other things, the law contains provisions that limit the right to
strike (ar�cle 392) and prohibit demonstra�ons that block traffic or circula�on in public spaces (ar�cles 468 to 470). Since 2021, the
CIVICUS Monitor has documented cases of police in Uruguay using this legisla�on as jus�fica�on for disrup�ng protests.

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/07/26/Dozens-protesters-arrested-during-womens-black-monday-protest-against-high-fuel-prices-cost-of-living/
https://civicus.org/documents/SouthSudanResearchBrief.pdf
https://www.icnl.org/usprotestlawtracker/?location=&status=&issue=&date=custom&date_from=2021-10-01&date_to=2022-10-01&type=
https://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/Alison/SESSBillStatusResult.aspx?BILL=SB17&WIN_TYPE=BillResult
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/04/21/paraguay-efforts-criminalise-road-blockades-following-protests/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/07/21/paraguay-violent-evictions-affect-land-rights-defenders/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/05/19/uruguay-decline-freedom-expression-restrictive-law-maintained-after-referendum/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2020/10/08/new-government-imposes-legislative-setbacks-civic-space-uruguay/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/03/22/uruguay-repression-labour-protests-based-law-urgent-consideration/


Cuba: In September 2022, power failures sparked intermittent protests, similar tactics were used to prevent
demonstrations intensifying. (Photo by YAMIL LAGE / AFP via Getty Images)
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Some countries in the Americas have also taken militarised approaches to discourage and prevent protests. Residents of the rural
parish of LaMerced de Buenos Aires in Ecuador sawmilitary and police vehicles arrive without explana�on in August 2021, just days
a�er local leaders had sent a le�er warning the government about abuses perpetrated bymining companies against the community.
People in the area have resisted mining through longstanding protests. In another case in the Dominican Republic, hundreds of
heavily armed military and police officers were deployed to the Capo�llo neighbourhood of Santo Domingo when local residents
organised a strike over rising fuel and food prices.

In Cuba, the authori�es deployed military and police forces on the streets to prevent an an�-government march in November 2021.
News outlets reported that armed police gathered on nearly every corner along Havana’s seaside esplanade, while others patrolled
parks and public squares. On the scheduled protest date and in the days preceding it, several prominent dissidents and journalists
were detained or put under house arrest. In September 2022, as power failures sparked intermi�ent protests, similar tac�cs were
used to prevent demonstra�ons intensifying.

https://ddhhecuador.org/sites/default/files/documentos/2021-08/Alerta%252091_DColectivos_Presencia%2520de%2520militares%2520y%2520polic%25C3%25ADas%2520amenaza%2520el%2520derecho%2520a%2520la%2520protesta%2520y%2520resistencia%2520pac%25C3%25ADfica%2520de%2520la%2520poblaci%25C3%25B3n%2520de%2520la%2520Merced%2520de%2520Buenos%2520Aires%2520_02.08.21.pdf
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2021/07/22/ecuador-criminalisation-environmental-defenders-and-bills-affecting-freedom-expression/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/04/04/dominican-republic-militarisation-response-small-community-protest/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2021/12/17/cuban-authorities-prevent-pro-democracy-marches/
https://www.amnesty.org/es/latest/news/2022/10/cuba-repression-must-not-be-repeated/
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On some occasions, states have also adopted curfews or put up law enforcement checkpoints that have been used to restrict
demonstra�ons and prevent access to them. There have also been cases of the authori�es using smear campaigns against protesters
ahead of planned protests. For instance, in El Salvador the labour minister associated Interna�onal Labour Day marches with
criminal gangs.

Likewise across the Asia and the Pacific region, the CIVICUS Monitor documented systema�c a�empts to prevent protests over the
past year through the use of emergency measures imposed on the pretext of handling the pandemic, new regula�ons and decrees,
and threats of arrests and a�acks.

In China, Laos and Vietnam, where civic space is rated as closed, freedom of peaceful assembly is �ghtly restricted in law and
prac�ce. Strict legal provisions are also seen in countries such as Singapore, where even solo protests have been criminalised.

In Sri Lanka, the government has since April 2022 repeatedly used state of emergency regula�ons to curtail mass protests related to
the country’s economic crisis. This has allowed the authori�es to arrest and detain suspects without warrants and due process
safeguards. Under the state of emergency, curfews were imposed, internet access restricted and social media shut down.

Sri Lanka: The government has since April 2022 repeatedly used state of emergency regulations to curtail mass
protests related to the country’s economic crisis. (Ishara S. Kodikara/AFP via Getty Images)

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/04/12/peru-protests-over-price-rises-and-violence-against-human-rights-defenders/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/02/02/spyware-found-devices-35-journalists-and-civil-society-activists-el-salvador/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/06/03/el-salvador-public-vilification-civil-society-and-press-who-criticise-government-decisions/
https://monitor.civicus.org/country/china/
https://monitor.civicus.org/country/laos/
https://monitor.civicus.org/country/vietnam/
https://monitor.civicus.org/country/singapore/
https://monitor.civicus.org/country/sri-lanka/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/25/sri-lankan-president-continues-crackdown-activists-and-protesters-including-use-anti-terror-law/
https://lens.civicus.org/sri-lanka-economic-meltdown-sparks-mass-protests/
https://civicus.contentfiles.net/media/assets/file/Sri_Lanka.Watchlist.pdf
https://civicus.contentfiles.net/media/assets/file/SriLanka.CIVICUSMonitor.June2022.pdf
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An emergency decree on the COVID-19 pandemic con�nued to be used in Thailand un�l the end of September 2022 to ban protests.
In Hong Kong, the government blocked all forms of protest as part of its crackdown on dissent and in June 2022, it banned public
commemora�on of the anniversary of the 1989 Tiananmen Square massacre, for a third consecu�ve year, ci�ng risks from
COVID-19.

In the Maldives, President IbrahimMohamed Solih issued a decree in April 2022 to ban protests against India’s influence as a threat
to na�onal security. In India, sec�on 144 of the Code of Criminal Procedure is frequently used to prohibit the holding of assemblies.
While the law is primarily meant to be applied in emergencies to maintain ‘public tranquillity’, the authori�es have used it widely
and frequently to prevent protests.

In Afghanistan, following the Taliban’s takeover, the Taliban announced a ban on all protests in Kabul and other provinces without
prior authorisa�on. Despite the restric�ons, protests by women ac�vists to demand an end to discrimina�on persisted. Similar
defiance has been seen in Myanmar, where an�-coup protesters from the Civil Disobedience Movement face ongoing threats of
arbitrary arrest, torture and deadly a�acks by the junta but have con�nued to mobilise with flash mobs, where ac�vists run through
the streets for a few minutes before dispersing.

Even in the Pacific, where civic space is rela�vely open, there are concerns. In Australia in 2022, three states passed an�-protest laws
that bring harsh penal�es for non-violent protest, par�cularly aimed at climate protesters. Australian police came under scru�ny for
undertaking covert surveillance and a pre-emp�ve raid in June 2022 of climate ac�vist group Blockade Australia. In Fiji, the Public
Order (Amendment) Act 2014 has been used to deny permits for protests, including those organised by unions and climate
protesters.

In Europe and Central Asia, there is increasing use of restric�ve laws aimed at targe�ng and preven�ng peaceful assembly. These
contribute to crea�ng a chilling environment for peaceful assembly by, for instance, crea�ng extra hurdles for protesters to obtain
permission or criminalising certain types of protests. In the UK, police have been given sweeping powers to impose noise-based
restric�ons on protests, restrict sta�c assemblies and limit protests outside parliament through the Policing, Crime, Sentencing and
Courts Act, passed in April 2022, despite wide opposi�on from civil society. Further restric�ons on protests are currently being
proposed in the Public Order Bill.

In France, the authori�es have created a new offence of ‘trespassing on airport runways’, punishable by six months’ imprisonment
and a fine of €7,500 (approx. US$7,800), which criminalises civil disobedience by climate protesters. In Russia, since 2014 several
legisla�ve amendments have made it increasingly difficult to stage protests. For example, spontaneous protests are forbidden and
no�fica�on for permission, which must be submi�ed to authori�es for planned protest, is used as a pretext to prohibit them. In
recent years, restric�ve laws to limit protests have also been passed in Belarus, Greece and Spain.

https://monitor.civicus.org/country/hong-kong/
https://lens.civicus.org/hong-kong-another-step-closer-to-china/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/07/26/arrests-jailing-activists-and-silencing-dissent-hong-kong-persists-despite-un-review/
https://monitor.civicus.org/country/maldives/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/06/09/harassment-journalists-activists-well-anti-protest-decree-erodes-freedoms-maldives/
https://monitor.civicus.org/country/india/
https://www.civicus.org/documents/UPR41_JointCIVICUS_India.pdf
https://monitor.civicus.org/country/afghanistan/
https://civicus.contentfiles.net/media/assets/file/Afghanistan.CountryBrief.August2022.pdf
https://lens.civicus.org/afghanistan-back-to-school/
https://monitor.civicus.org/country/myanmar/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/09/15/myanmar-junta-continues-arrest-torture-activists-despite-global-outrage-around-executions/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/05/10/arrests-activists-journalists-continue-myanmar-military-tribunals-impose-harsh-sentences/
https://monitor.civicus.org/country/australia/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/09/29/arrest-climate-protesters-increasing-anti-protest-laws-and-continued-prosecution-whistleblowers-australia/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/09/29/arrest-climate-protesters-increasing-anti-protest-laws-and-continued-prosecution-whistleblowers-australia/
https://monitor.civicus.org/country/fiji/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/02/09/civic-space-remains-obstructed-fiji-media-attacked-climate-march-blocked/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/02/09/civic-space-remains-obstructed-fiji-media-attacked-climate-march-blocked/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/06/03/dark-day-democracy-policing-bill-becomes-law-protesters-sarah-everard-vigil-prosecuted/
https://www.bond.org.uk/press-releases/2022/04/house-of-lords-votes-through-controversial-bill-that-will-give-police/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/04/21/associations-push-back-separatism-law-comes-effect-cso-tackling-islamophobia-dissolved/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/08/russia-end-of-the-road-for-those-seeking-to-exercise-their-right-to-protest/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2021/06/11/crackdown-journalists-continues-new-restrictive-regulations/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2020/07/16/new-laws-pose-threat-ngos-working-asylum-issues-and-restrict-right-protest/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/02/22/gag-law-under-reconsideration-legal-and-online-harassment-journalists/


United Kingdom: Police have been given sweeping powers to impose noise-based restrictions on protests and restrict
static assemblies, and restrict protests outside of Parliament. (Photo by REUTERS/Henry Nicholls via Gallo Images).
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In some instances in Europe, protests have been banned. In October 2021, a UK court injunc�on, brought by the London transport
network, banned climate protesters from the Insulate Britain group from obstruc�ng traffic and accessing motorways and major
roads in and around London, a�er the group staged several protests.
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In May 2022, authori�es in Germany banned several protests on Nakba Day, which commemorates the displacement of Pales�nians
caused by the crea�on of the state of Israel in 1948, deeming the demonstra�ons an ‘immediate danger’ and as being ‘inflammatory,
an�-Semi�c exclama�ons’. Despite this, protests went ahead and were met with excessive force and deten�ons.

In Hungary, the government passed a decree, under emergency legisla�on due to the pandemic, which effec�vely made teachers’
strikes virtually impossible. In Turkey, the city of Van’s Governorate has repeatedly extended its ban on demonstra�ons and ac�vi�es
across the municipality, which came into effect a�er Turkey’s a�empted coup in 2016.

In other cases, police have used in�mida�on tac�cs to discourage people from protes�ng, including in Serbia, where during protests
against a lithium-mining project run by Bri�sh-Australian company Rio Tinto, several ac�vists reported being in�midated by the
police who warned them of the ‘risks’ prior to the protests taking place.

In Central Asia, where civic space is highly restricted, the right to peaceful assembly is limited through legisla�on, with protests
frequently prevented by the authori�es. In Kazakhstan, organisers of assemblies are de facto required to obtain advance permission
from authori�es, even though the law on assemblies adopted in 2020 formally provides for only a no�fica�on procedure. While
some protests are allowed to take place, the authori�es con�nue to deny permission selec�vely for protests of a poli�cal or cri�cal
nature. The authori�es in Kyrgyzstan have repeatedly used temporary blanket bans to restrict protests, including most recently a
month-long ban to curb protests outside the Russian embassy held to show solidarity with Ukraine. In Tajikistan and Turkmenistan,
protests rarely take place due to the severe repressive climate.

In theMiddle East and North Africa (MENA) region, home to some of the most repressive regimes in the world, protesters face a
chilling environment. Nine out of 19 the countries in the region, almost half, have closed civic space, while the other half are rated
as either repressed or obstructed. When protesters dare to organise and take to the streets, they are met with brutal violence from
the authori�es.

In Jordan, authori�es use pre-emp�ve arrests to prevent ac�vists a�ending protests, as seen in theMarch 2022 arrests of protesters
scheduled to a�end a march to commemorate the 24 March 2011 an�-monarchy and pro-democracy protests when young people
held an open sit-in in Amman to demand poli�cal reforms and the elimina�on of corrup�on. In a similar fashion, teachers who
planned to a�end the weekly Teachers’ Syndicate labour protests in Amman were arrested ahead of the protests. Jordanian security
forces have also used more blatant tac�cs to prevent protests, as seen when they surrounded protesters to prevent people joining
a march against rising commodity and fuel prices in November 2021.

In Tunisia, the authori�es blocked people who marched to the headquarters of the electoral commission in opposi�on to a
cons�tu�onal referendum held in July 2022, as they called for President Kais Saïed to step down and expressed concerns over the
independence of the electoral board.

https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/05/20/berlin-bans-nakba-day-demonstrations
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/04/07/orban-government-secures-landslide-victory-spelling-further-concerns-civic-freedoms/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/01/07/mural-convicted-war-criminal-mladic-sparks-protests-violations-environmental-rights-protests/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/09/21/lack-accountability-bloody-january-events-persecution-critics-undermine-pledged-modernisation/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/05/18/restrictive-legislation-criminal-cases-against-media-bans-protests-ukraine/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/09/12/escalating-tensions-crackdown-human-rights-defenders-journalists/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/07/27/continued-repression-under-new-president/
https://findings2021.monitor.civicus.org/middle-east-north-africa.html
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/06/15/mass-arrests-activists-hrds-and-journalists-hacked-pegasus-spyware/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/06/15/mass-arrests-activists-hrds-and-journalists-hacked-pegasus-spyware/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2021/11/19/declining-civic-freedoms-teachers-union-continuously-targeted-internet-freedom-restricted/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/06/22/violations-civic-freedoms-continue-amid-president-saieds-power-grab/
https://lens.civicus.org/democracy-cancelled-tunisias-new-constitution/


Tunisia: The authorities blocked peoplewhomarched to the headquarters of the electoral commission in opposition
to a constitutional referendum (Photo by REUTERS/Zoubeir Souissi via Gallo Images)
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In Morocco, the authori�es have reportedly used heinous tac�cs to prevent people a�ending protests. In the city of Boujdour in the
disputed Western Sahara territory, police and security forces targeted five Sahrawi women ac�vists who were on their way to
par�cipate in a protest for self-determina�on and brutally assaulted them sexually and physically.

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/06/21/attempts-silence-hrds-through-arrests-and-imprisonment/
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Interna�onal law decrees that all measures should be taken to protect protest
par�cipants. Nevertheless, crackdowns during peaceful protests con�nue
around the world.

At �mes, the deten�on of protesters is used as a strategy to shut down
protests. As a result, some deten�ons may not always result in criminal
charges or legal proceedings against protesters, but are rather used as a
means to in�midate protesters and bring protests to an end. Our data show
that the deten�on of protesters is a widespread prac�ce in countries of all
civic space ra�ngs, even open countries, and across all regions. The deten�on
of protesters, whether as they are a�emp�ng to gather, during a protest, or as
a protest is breaking up, was documented in at least 92 countries during the
past year.

The use of excessive force during protests may include the dispropor�onate
or indiscriminate use of physical force, teargas, water cannon and rubber
bullets. Our data show that excessive force was used in at least 57 countries.
It is a par�cularly common prac�ce in the Americas and Asia and the Pacific.

Taking to the streets to demand rights can be lethal, with security forces in
some countries using live ammuni�on against protesters. The CIVICUS
Monitor has documented the killing of people who were exercising their right
to peaceful assembly in 24 countries during the past year. Killings of protesters
were par�cularly documented in African and American countries; this was not
as common a viola�on in Europe. Killings were only documented in countries
with obstructed or repressed civic space. Killings were not documented in
closed countries, since these are highly repressive environments where
protests rarely take place.

PART II: Crackdowns during protests
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Source: CIVICUS Monitor Updates-Dataset includes information on 155 countries:
23 from the Americas, 37 from Africa, 36 from Asia & Pacific, 42 from Europe & Central Asia and 17 from the MENA region.
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Analysis by region
Between October 2021 and September 2022, security forces used excessive force in at least 12 countries in Africa, with protesters
killed in at least eight countries.

Military transi�onal authori�es in Chad, Guinea and Sudan have cracked down on protests demanding a return to civilian rule. At
least 50 people were killed on 20 October 2022 in na�onwide protests in Chad. Human rights groups believe that the death toll is
likely much higher. On the day, security forces – police, gendarmerie and military officers – used live ammuni�on, rubber bullets and
teargas against protesters. Hundreds of people were arrested. Some were subjected to torture and some taken to the high security
prison of Koro Toro, located in the desert in the north of the country. A curfew was announced from 9pm to 9am, las�ng un�l ‘the
total restora�on of order’ in Doba, Koumra, Moundou and N’Djamena, while some internet users indicated a disrup�on or slowing
of access to the internet.

In July and August 2022, at least seven
people were killed by live ammuni�on in
protests against the ‘unilateral
management’ of the transi�on to civilian
rule in Guinea. In Sudan, ongoing tensions
between military and civilian fac�ons in
the government resulted in an October
2021 coup by military leadership, which
sparked new mass protests. Protests have
been met with excessive and lethal force
and arbitrary arrests of protesters. As of
September 2022, at least 117 protesters
had been killed during pro-democracy
protests. A further concerning
development is how women human rights
defenders and women protesters have
been targeted with sexual violence to
silence them. Reports indicate that at
least 16 women were raped during
protests in the capital Khartoum as of 22
March 2022.

Relatives and friends gather around the coffin of Oredje Narcisse, the journalist who was killed during a
pro-democracy demonstration, N'Djamena, 28 October 2022. (Photo by REUTERS/Mahamat Ramadane via Gallo)

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/11/01/chad-black-thursday-at-least-50-killed-in-protests-against-extension-military-transitional-period/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/09/15/Military-junta-dissolves-coalition-FNDC-following-protests/
https://civicus.org/documents/SudanCountryBrief.pdf
https://lens.civicus.org/democracy-in-sudan-back-to-square-one/
https://lens.civicus.org/democracy-in-sudan-back-to-square-one/
https://lens.civicus.org/sudan-womens-rights-in-the-militarys-firing-line/
https://lens.civicus.org/sudan-womens-rights-in-the-militarys-firing-line/
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In several African countries, protests over the high cost of living have been met with violence. In Kenya, police officers arrested and
beat human rights defender Julius Kamau for protes�ng outside the Treasury building against the high cost of living. Kamau stood
holding a banner reading ‘lower food prices’, as part of the ‘NjaaRevolu�on’ protests that began online. Kenyan ci�zens have been
demonstra�ng against the high cost of living using the hashtag #NjaaRevolu�on.

Protesters are frequently killed during protests over the increasing insecurity in DRC’s eastern provinces, which demonstra�ons
o�en also call for the withdrawal of the United Na�ons (UN) peacekeeping force, the UN Organiza�on Stabiliza�on Mission in the
DRC (MONUSCO), for its perceived failure to protect civilians against armed groups. On 24 January 2022, security forces used live
ammuni�on while a�emp�ng to break up a peaceful protest in Beni, North Kivu province, fatally injuring Mumbere Ushindi Dorake,
a 22 year old ac�vist from the Lu�e pour le Changement (LUCHA) social movement. LUCHA and other groups had called for a five-
day long protest ac�on against insecurity in Beni and to denounce the State of Siege. In violent protests in eastern DRC between 25
and 27 July 2022, up to 36 people were killed, including five UN peacekeepers, and over 170 people were injured. While protesters
reported that UN peacekeepers fired live ammuni�on, MONUSCO has denied these claims.

Protests in Nigeria are frequently banned and dispersed by force, and protesters are regularly arrested. On 1 October 2021, Nigeria's
Independence Day, the group #Revolu�onNow held an�-government protests over bad governance and other grievances in Abuja,
Benin, Ibadan, Lagos and Osogbo. In Osogbo, Osun State, security officers reportedly used teargas against protesters and briefly
detained 11 protesters. Around 30 people were arrested in protests in Lagos, while photojournalist Olukayode Jaiyeola was
reportedly assaulted by the Lagos State Police command.

In Africa, protesters were arrested in at least 21 countries in the past year. A few days prior to the general elec�on in Angola, on 17
August 2022, a protest organised by civil society organisa�ons (CSOs) to draw a�en�on to irregulari�es in the electoral process was
dispersed by police, who arrested dozens of people, including journalist Coque Mukuta.

In Zimbabwe, people are frequently arrested for picke�ng, rallying and protes�ng. For example, 10 students belonging to the
Zimbabwe Na�onal Students Union were arrested for protes�ng peacefully against fee hikes at the University of Zimbabwe inMarch
2022. Another student was arrested on 4 April in rela�on to further protests.

In Niger, police arrested four ac�vists of the pro-democracy movement Tournons la Page Niger on 10 December 2021 as they took
part in the ‘ci�zen caravan of democracy’, an event organised annually in Niamey on Interna�onal Human Rights Day. Half an hour
before the arrest of the four ac�vists, a fi�h ac�vist, who was not at the demonstra�on, was violently detained by plainclothes
police officers. The five faced charges of ‘illegal assembly’ despite the fact that the event was not banned by local authori�es. The
five were released on 13 December 2021, but charges against them were retained.

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/05/10/csos-condemn-murder-lgbtiq-member-protesters-beaten/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/05/10/csos-condemn-murder-lgbtiq-member-protesters-beaten/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/05/06/15-activists-sentenced-for-peacefully-protesting-under-State-of-Siege-in-eastern-DRC/
https://lens.civicus.org/drc-anti-un-protests-decry-worsening-insecurity/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2021/10/12/media-protest-controversial-bills-five-activists-prosecuted-for-wearing-BuhariMustGo-Tshirts/
https://lens.civicus.org/angola-the-democratic-transition-that-never-was/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/23/civic-freedoms-restricted-ahead-of-24-august-general-elections/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/05/11/proposed-law-threatens-cso-space-opposition-faces-brutal-repression-ahead-elections/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/01/13/niger-five-activists-charged-with-illegal-assembly-for-event-occasion-human-rights-day/


Indigenous protesters outside the National Assembly. 23 June 2022. (Photo by Franklin Jacome/Agencia Press
South/Getty Images)
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In Uganda, police arrested 33 medical staff on 16 December 2021 while
they were a�emp�ng to deliver a pe��on to the Speaker of Parliament.
The pe��on demanded that the Ministry of Health ensure all hospitals
have personal protec�ve equipment, pay interns at least 2.5 million
Ugandan shillings (approx. US$694) and improve general working
condi�ons.

In the Americas, excessive force was commonly employed to disrupt
protests over the past year, used in at least 12 countries of the region.
This included cases of officers using live rounds in the policing of
protests or employing less-lethal weapons indiscriminately. The CIVICUS
Monitor documented cases of killings of protesters in eight countries in
the region. There were also cases of journalists being killed while
covering protests and CSOs being raided in crackdowns on protests.

In March 2022, Ecuadorian police responded to peaceful Interna�onal
Women’s Day demonstra�ons in Guayaquil and Quito with excessive
force, including the use of teargas and pepper spray. Viviana Erazo, a
journalist with the digital media outlet Wambra, was covering a protest
in Quito when a police officer reportedly cornered here and struck her
with a club. She was pepper sprayed while a�emp�ng to move away. In
June 2022, when Indigenous protesters mobilised in a na�onal strike,
there were several reports of Ecuadorian law enforcement officers
shoo�ng less-lethal weapons directly at protesters’ bodies, resul�ng in
injuries caused by the impact of gas canisters and pellets in sensi�ve
areas such as around the eyes.

Throughout 2022, Hai�’s deteriora�ng economic and poli�cal situa�on
led people to hold frequent protests over insecurity, labour rights, fuel
prices, lack of food and basic goods and other pressing issues. Police
o�en responded with indiscriminate force. On 23 February 2022, for
instance, police opened fire on protesters in Port-au-Prince as they
demanded an increase in the minimum wage. A photojournalist was
killed and two other reporters were wounded when police fired at
protesters from a vehicle. As protests over the country’s crisis spread in

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/02/18/government-critics-face-continued-harassment-journalists-face-restrictions-assault-and-arrest/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/03/16/ecuador-investigate-police-abuse-during-womens-day-marches
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/03/30/ecuador-amnesty-granted-268-rights-defenders-and-protesters/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/06/29/ecuador-another-crackdown-indigenous-led-protests/
https://lens.civicus.org/haiti-will-another-international-intervention-help/
https://lens.civicus.org/haiti-will-another-international-intervention-help/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/04/04/protests-over-labour-rights-insecurity-and-political-crisis-haiti/
https://ifex.org/haitian-police-kill-1-journalist-injure-2-at-protest/
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August and September 2022, there were mul�ple reports of protesters being killed and police using firearms to repress
demonstra�ons. Similarly, during the past year, there weremul�ple cases of protesters being injured by police using firearms in Peru.
Various other tac�cs were used to disrupt and curb protests across the region, including militarisa�on and arbitrary arrests. In
October 2021, Guatemala’s government declared a state of siege and militarised the municipality of El Estor in response to protests
against mining. Police raided the premises of Indigenous rights organisa�on Defensoría Q’eqchi’ and imposed censorship on an
Indigenous community radio sta�on. In the same month, environmental groups in the USA reported that over 600 people were
detained in just five days of protests and civil disobedience ac�ons for climate jus�ce.

Across the Asia Pacific region, protests were documented in at least 27 countries over the last year. People mobilised for poli�cal
and economic reforms, to seek jus�ce and to demand their rights. Protests were held in countries rated as obstructed and repressed
but also in authoritarian regimes where civic space is rated as closed’, such as China and Vietnam. The authori�es responded to
these protests in various ways, including by harassing and arbitrarily arres�ng protesters and using excessive and at �mes deadly
force, including with use of firearms, to disrupt protests.

In Cambodia, the authori�es harassed striking members of the NagaWorld casino workers’ union in 2022 for demanding their rights.
Scores were arrested, detained or ill-treated, with the government seeking to jus�fy its crackdown as part of its measures related to
COVID-19. Protesters from the Papua region of Indonesia con�nued to face arrests and ill-treatment from security forces for
demanding an end to discrimina�on and exploita�on. In Pakistan, groups protes�ng against enforced disappearances were arrested
in June 2022. Arrests were also documented of climate protesters in Australia and an�-vaccine protesters in New Zealand.

Hundreds of workers from the Labour Rights Supported Union of Khmer Employees of NagaWorld (LRSU), a
casinoworkers’ union, have been on strike. (via Getty Images)

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/10/01/haiti-escalating-protests-over-multiple-crises/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/04/12/peru-protests-over-price-rises-and-violence-against-human-rights-defenders/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2021/11/18/guatemala-siege-municipality-prevent-anti-mining-protests-indigenous-groups/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2021/11/25/usa-frustration-over-power-outages-drives-thousands-protest-puerto-rico/
https://civicus.org/documents/CambodiaCountryBrief.September2022.pdf
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/05/19/indonesian-authorities-criminalise-activists-violently-suppress-protests-around-papua/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/16/journalists-and-critics-continue-be-targeted-despite-political-transition-pakistan/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/09/29/arrest-climate-protesters-increasing-anti-protest-laws-and-continued-prosecution-whistleblowers-australia/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/04/20/police-disrupt-anti-vaccine-protests-nz-parliament-while-journalists-face-threats/
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The use of excessive force was documented in at least 14 countries in Asia and the Pacific during the year. In Afghanistan, the Taliban
responded to protests by women ac�vists by poin�ng firearms at them or firing in the air as well as bea�ng, threatening and
insul�ng protesters. The Taliban snatched phones and tore up banners and arrested and threatened women. In Sri Lanka, police
disrupted protests over the economic crisis, and used excessive and unprovoked force, including rubber bullets, teargas and water
cannon against peaceful protesters, bystanders and journalists. Security forces also forcibly removed parts of a three-month-long
rolling peaceful protest site in July 2022, bea�ng protesters and lawyers in the process.

In China, uniden�fied men in white shirts – believed to be security personnel – violently dragged, kicked and beat protesters who
had gathered in central Henan province in July 2022 seeking to recover frozen funds held in rural banks. In Bangladesh, the ruling
party unleashed both security forces and its ac�vists to violently a�ack protests by students, the opposi�on and workers.

Killings of protesters by security forces were documented in at least four countries in the past year, par�cularly in Myanmar, where
the junta has con�nued its violent crackdown on an�-coup protests by using lethal weapons. More than a thousand people have
been killed by the junta and there have been reports of the military using vehicles to ram into protesters.

In Nepal, police in Rupandehi district used deadly force during an evic�on, killing four protesters and injuring dozens. In Indonesia,
security forces killed two people in the Yahukimo regency in March 2022 when they fired into a crowd opposing the government’s
plan to create new provinces in the Papua region, where there is a sizeable independencemovement. Other countries where killings
occurred with impunity include Sri Lanka.

In Europe and Central Asia, there has been frequent deten�on of protesters during protests. This was documented in at least 29
countries in the past year, including in at least eight countries where civic space is rated as open and civic freedoms are otherwise
generally respected. Excessive force was documented in at least 15 countries in the region. Protests on a range of issues, from
women’s rights to youth and environmental rights, have faced repression.

In Greece, Italy and Turkey, protests by young people against police brutality and for academic freedoms have been met with
repression. During May, June and September 2022, students at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki in Greece staged protests
against an educa�on bill that enables the police to have a presence on university campuses. During one protest, police riot units set
up a barricade and reportedly hit students with teargas and stun grenades.

Environmental rights protests have also been targeted. In Denmark in May 2022, Ex�nc�on Rebellion ac�vists blocked bridges
leading to parliament in Copenhagen as part of their Vendepunktet (Turning Point) protests, calling on Danish policymakers to
demand fair and democra�c ac�on on the climate crisis. Over two days 110 ac�vists were arrested on the basis of maintaining peace
and order. The police also issued fines to other ac�vists under the Traffic Act law during the demonstra�ons.

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/09/08/year-taliban-rule-leaves-civic-space-decimated-afghanistan/
https://lens.civicus.org/sri-lanka-change-falls-short-of-protest-demands/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/25/sri-lankan-president-continues-crackdown-activists-and-protesters-including-use-anti-terror-law/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/09/01/amid-protests-censorship-and-persecution-uyghurs-and-activists-china-xi-jinping-seeks-third-term/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/03/02/despite-sanctions-abuses-against-activists-journalists-and-protesters-persist-bangladesh/
https://civicus.org/documents/MyanmarAdvocacyBrief.31January2022.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/12/02/myanmar-protesters-targeted-march-massacre
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/01/17/arrests-and-attacks-activists-persist-myanmar-civil-society-slams-hun-sens-rogue-diplomacy/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2021/10/28/arbitrary-arrest-activist-excessive-use-force-and-targeting-journalists-nepal/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/05/19/indonesian-authorities-criminalise-activists-violently-suppress-protests-around-papua/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/01/31/use-excessive-force-police-causes-strong-reaction-young-protesters-hit-batons/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/01/03/students-detained-and-suspended-over-university-protests-womens-rights-protests-met-repressions/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/06/30/protests-academic-freedom-met-excessive-force-journalist-under-surveillance/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/09/30/university-protests-against-riot-police-deployment-continue-predator-gate-scandal-raises-further-concerns-about-surveillance/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/06/13/110-activists-arrested-during-two-days-climate-demonstrations/


ITALY: Youth protest the death of Lorenzo Parelli, who died during an unpaid internship (Photo by Antonio
Masiello/Getty Images).
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In the UK, the deten�on of protesters has consistently been documented, including during climate jus�ce protests. Deten�ons
during climate ac�ons have also been documented in countries including Finland, Germany, the Netherlands and Sweden. In
addi�on, deten�ons at climate jus�ce demonstra�ons have been accompanied by restric�ons on journalists trying to report on the
protests.

The killing of protesters has been documented in at least two countries in Central Asia. Protests erupted in the state of
Karakalpakstan, western Uzbekistan, and other ci�es in June 2022, a�er cons�tu�onal amendments proposed the removal of the
region’s autonomous status and its cons�tu�onal right to secede from Uzbekistan. Official figures indicate that 21 people died,
including 17 ci�zens and four law enforcement officials. However, media reports indicate a higher death toll.

Protests in the MENA region are typically met with heavy-handed responses and extensive crackdowns characterised by brutal
dispersal, o�en with lethal or excessive force, arbitrary arrests and internet shutdowns. In some countries, protesters face a double
risk, with a�acks and abuses coming from state and non-state sources such as armed mili�a.

In Iran, the con�nuing wave of protests that began in September 2022 as collec�ve ac�on against the country’s compulsory head
covering laws, which quickly expanded to ar�culate broader grievances and demands for fundamental poli�cal and social change,
have been met with a ruthless crackdown characterised by use of lethal force. The authori�es have used live ammuni�on against
numerous peaceful protesters, killing hundreds and injuring many others. By 28 October 2022, at least 400 protesters had been
killed and thousands had been arrested.

In Pales�ne, Israeli police have used vicious, heavy-handed and brutal methods to disperse protests and religious gatherings by
Pales�nians, including a raid by Israeli occupa�on forceson a mosque in East Jerusalem, which used teargas and stun grenades
against thousands of worshippers, resul�ng in injuries to at least 158 people and hundreds of deten�ons. At least 40 other
Pales�nian protesters were injured in a separate incident during a march by Israeli Jewish se�lers when Israeli forces used rubber-
coated bullets and teargas against Pales�nians whowere protes�ng against themarch, which was headed to the abandoned outpost
of Homesh in the occupied West Bank.

Cases of assault and use of force against protesters were also documented in Lebanon, including in an incident where army
personnel and riot police assaulted university professors at the Presiden�al Palace junc�on in Baabda during a sit-in to demand that
the government look into the affairs of university lecturers and staff.

In Qatar, the authori�es have sent groups of Qataris abroad to a�ack protesters and disrupt peaceful gatherings by their ci�zens in
other countries, as seen in a protest calling for respect of human rights in Qatar, organised in Munich, Germany by Qatari human
rights defender Abdullah Al-Maliki in July 2022.

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/01/19/helsinki-police-detain-38-climate-activists/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/01/21/worrying-number-attacks-press-querdenker-demonstrators/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2021/10/12/excessive-force-used-housing-crisis-protest-journalists-climate-activists-detained-protests/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/06/01/xr-activists-arrested-airport-protests-far-right-anti-islam-protest-turns-violent/
https://lens.civicus.org/uzbekistan-protests-further-show-need-for-democracy/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/10/07/civic-freedoms-remain-highly-restricted-karakalpakstan-protests-turn-violent-bloggers-and-activists-targeted/
https://lens.civicus.org/iran-could-women-protesters-bring-down-the-theocracy/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/10/05/iran-security-forces-fire-kill-protesters
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2189931/middle-east
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/06/17/calls-justice-after-journalist-shireen-abu-akleh-killed-targeted-attack-israeli-forces/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/06/17/calls-justice-after-journalist-shireen-abu-akleh-killed-targeted-attack-israeli-forces/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/06/17/calls-justice-after-journalist-shireen-abu-akleh-killed-targeted-attack-israeli-forces/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/04/15/harassment-against-journalists-continues/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/09/23/qatari-authorities-target-peaceful-human-rights-defenders-home-and-abroad/


“Iran: An ongoing series of protests which began in September 2022 as collective action against the country's
compulsory veiling laws, but which quickly expanded to air broader grievances and demands for fundamental
political and social change (Photo by AFP)”
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In Iraq, protesters face a�acks by both state forces and non-state armed extremist groups. For example, armed men in Wasit
Governorate a�acked protesters in January 2022. A similar trendwas documented in Libya, wheremili�a and armed groups arrested
and abducted protesters because of their support for par�cular electoral candidates.

Another common tac�c in the region is the arrest of protesters, which is used to in�midate and sca�er crowds during protests. This
has been documented in mass protests in Iran since November 2021 over the state’s severe mismanagement of water resources,
where protesters have been subjected to regular arbitrary arrest.

Digital repression, especially noted during protests involving large masses of people, is also a key tac�c used by authoritarian
regimes to interfere with protests by disconnec�ng people and undermining their capability to mobilise and access informa�on. The
authori�es in Iran, notorious for their �ght rein on internet access, have disrupted the internet and social media during recent
protests.

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/18/reports-and-monitoring-missions-document-extreme-repression-and-violence-against-activists/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/12/libya-address-rights-violations-after-election-postponed/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/04/28/whrd-nazanin-zaghari-ratcliffe-returns-home-after-years-prolonged-arbitrary-detention/
https://theintercept.com/2022/10/28/iran-protests-phone-surveillance/
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Following peaceful protests, protesters and protest organisers have
o�en been judicially harassed, including though being ques�oned
and prosecuted. In some countries prosecu�on is undertaken by
military courts. Authori�es have also taken retaliatory ac�ons, such
as dissolving organisa�ons at the forefront of protests. Over the past
year, the CIVICUS Monitor also recorded criminal acts against
protesters and protest organisers, including physical a�acks,
enforced disappearances and killings.

Analysis by region
In Africa, protesters have faced arrests, judicial harassment and
criminal prosecu�on, as well as lengthy periods in pretrial deten�on,
in retalia�on for their par�cipa�on in protests. Protest coali�ons
have been dissolved or banned, and protest conveners have been
summoned for ques�oning.

Following the mass protests against military juntas in Chad and
Guinea, the military transi�onal authori�es banned the ac�vi�es of
or dissolved coali�ons at the forefront of protests: Wakit Tama in
Chad on 20 October 2022 and Front Na�onal pour la Défense de la
Cons�tu�on (FNDC) in Guinea on 6 August 2022. Addi�onally, FNDC
and Wakit Tama ac�vists have been repeatedly arrested and
prosecuted in rela�on to the protests. Ibrahima Diallo and Oumar
Sylla, prominent members of FNDC and the pro-democracy group
Tournons la Page – Guinée, were arrested on 30 July 2022 and
charged a few days later with ‘par�cipa�on in a prohibited assembly,
loo�ng, destruc�on of public and private property, se�ng fires and
inten�onal assault and ba�ery’. At the �me of wri�ng, they remain in
deten�on. Six members and supporters of Wakit Tama, including

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/11/01/chad-black-thursday-at-least-50-killed-in-protests-against-extension-military-transitional-period/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/09/15/Military-junta-dissolves-coalition-FNDC-following-protests/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/03/several-killed-inured-arrested-protest-against-military-juntas-unilateral-management-transition/
https://tournonslapage.org/fr/actualites/guinee-ibrahima-diallo-et-oumar-sylla-entament-une-greve-de-la-faim-pour-exiger-louverture-dun-proces-juste-et-equitable
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organisers of protests on 14 May 2022, were arrested between 14 and 17 May 2022. The six were charged with gathering to cause
public disturbance, harm to property and physical assault. On 6 June 2022 they were given a one-year suspended prison sentence.

In Angola, 22 protesters who were arrested during a peaceful protest to demand the release of poli�cal prisoners and free and fair
elec�ons, held in Luanda on 9 April 2022, were prosecuted for rio�ng and disobeying a police order to disperse. On 14 April 2022,
two of the 22 accused were sentenced to a jus�ce tax of 60,000 kwanzas (approx. US$138) and ‘40 days in fines’, meaning the
ac�vists have a period of 20 days to pay the fines, and if they do not, the fine will be converted into prison �me. The remaining 20
were acqui�ed due to lack of evidence.

In eastern DRC and Cameroon, protesters have been prosecuted by military courts. Under the State of Siege in eastern DRC, military
courts have prosecuted and convicted ac�vists for their par�cipa�on in peaceful protests, o�en a�er long pretrial periods of
deten�on. On 1 April 2022, 12 LUCHA ac�vists received one-year prison sentences on charges of ‘provoca�on and incitement to
breaches of public authority’. The ac�vists were arrested on 11 November 2021 while protes�ng peacefully outside Beni town hall
to demand the protec�on of civilians and an end to mar�al law under the State of Siege. On 25 February 2022, a military court in
Goma convicted three ac�vists from the Jicho la Raiya (Eye of the Ci�zens) social movement to prison sentences of two years for
‘harmful accusa�ons’ and ‘slanderous denuncia�on’. The three had been arrested nine months before in Kirotshe, North Kivu as
they were planning to protest against ‘illegal road taxa�on’ and alleged mismanagement of the Kirotshe health district.

In Cameroon, protesters are o�en prosecuted under the 2014 an�-terror law, which criminalises protests, and then languish for
extended �mes in prison. Over 100 people arrested for par�cipa�ng in peaceful protests in the Anglophone regions in 2017 and an�-
government opposi�on protests in September 2020, in response to President Paul Biya’s announcement of regional elec�ons,
remain in prison. This has sparked a campaign, ‘Don’t Shut Them Up: Free vic�ms of arbitrary deten�on now’ by human rights
groups. On 27 December 2021, 47 members and supporters of Mouvement pour la Renaissance du Cameroun, an opposi�on party,
were sentenced by themilitary court of Yaoundé to between one and seven years in prison on a range of charges, including rebellion
and a�empt at insurrec�on. On 31December 2021, the military court of Douala sentenced four ac�vists from Stand Up Cameroon,
a movement of opposi�on par�es and CSOs, to 16 months in prison and a fine of 376,000 francs CFA (approx. US$585) for
insurrec�on. The four were arrested in September 2020 as they le� a mee�ng of the opposi�on Cameroon People’s Party in Douala
and spent 15 months in preven�ve deten�on.

Protesters in Zimbabwe are regularly prosecuted on charges of incitement to public violence. For example, renowned novelist Tsitsi
Dangarembga and her co-accused Julie Barnes were found guilty of par�cipa�ng in a gathering with the intent to incite public
violence by Harare magistrates court on 29 September 2022. The two received a six-month suspended prison sentence on the
condi�on they do not commit a similar offence for five years and a fine of 70,000 Zimbabwean dollars (approx. US$193). They were
arrested during a peaceful an�-government protest on 31 July 2020 while holding a placard that read: ‘We want be�er. Reform our
ins�tu�ons’.

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/06/06/Six-members-and-supporters-arrested-charged-following-protest/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/11/01/chad-black-thursday-at-least-50-killed-in-protests-against-extension-military-transitional-period/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/23/civic-freedoms-restricted-ahead-of-24-august-general-elections/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/05/06/15-activists-sentenced-for-peacefully-protesting-under-State-of-Siege-in-eastern-DRC/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2020/11/09/opposition-protests-hundreds-arrested-journalists-assaulted-and-arrested/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/04/15/harsh-sentences-opposition-protesters-journalists-and-tv-programme-suspended/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/04/15/harsh-sentences-opposition-protesters-journalists-and-tv-programme-suspended/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2022/sep/29/zimbabwean-author-tsitsi-dangarembga-found-guilty-of-inciting-violence
https://www.omct.org/en/resources/urgent-interventions/arbitrary-arrest-of-tsitsi-dangarembga-a-worrying-turn-in-the-systematic-repression-of-civil-society-in-zimbabwe


Eswatini: There has been a spate of retaliatory attacks against activists following the pro-democracy protests
that started in June 2021 (via Getty Images)
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In Eswa�ni, there has been a spate of retaliatory a�acks against ac�vists following the pro-democracy protests that started in June
2021, including arson a�acks, abduc�ons, torture and the raiding of ac�vists’ homes. The cars of Wandile Dludlu and Ngomyayona
Gamedze, members of the People’s United Democra�c Movement, a banned opposi�on party, were petrol bombed on two separate
occasions in April 2022. The two have been at the forefront of calling for democra�c reforms. Colani Maseko, a student ac�vist and
president of the Swaziland Na�onal Union of Students, was abducted and assaulted by police in January 2022, then subsequently
arrested and charged with sedi�on for allegedly burning pictures of Eswa�ni’s absolute monarch, King Mswa� III. A fewmonths later,
in late May 2022, Maseko was again abducted and tortured by the military, just a few days a�er leading a student protest.

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/30/government-embarks-brutal-wave-retaliatory-tactics-against-pro-democracy-activists-amid-political-impasse/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2021/07/02/pro-democracy-protest-action-and-internet-shutdown-eswatini/
https://lens.civicus.org/eswatini-one-man-standing-in-the-way-of-democracy/
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In�mida�on can also come in the form of summons to and ques�oning of protest conveners following protests. Following street and
online protests in several loca�ons against rising insecurity in northern Nigeria, in December 2021, Zainab Naseer Ahmad, co-
organiser of the protest in Kano, was invited to the offices of Nigeria’s security agency, the Department of State Services (DSS),
where she was ques�oned. Ibrahim Birniwa, co-convener of the protests in Kaduna, was likewise summoned by the DSS.

Many countries in the Americas have laws on obstruc�ng traffic or interrup�ng public services that can be used to hinder protest
movements and ac�ons. As a result, protest organisers and par�cipants can face charges that carry severe penal�es under laws on
criminal associa�on and sabotage.

In Honduras, a criminal inves�ga�on was launched against an Indigenous Garífuna leader and a human rights lawyer a�er peaceful
protesters briefly entered the headquarters of the Public Prosecutor’s Office in August 2022. The protesters were demanding
answers in the case of four young Garífuna men who were forcibly disappeared in Triunfo de la Cruz two years before. The two were
accused under the Penal Code of ‘disturbance of the public order’, which can carry a prison sentence of up to three years, and
‘unlawful depriva�on of liberty’, which can bring a seven-year sentence.

In Canada, environmental and land defenders have frequently been detained for organising peaceful civil disobedience ac�ons. In
May 2022, an Indigenous defender was sentenced to 28 days in jail for obstruc�ng access to a terminal on the controversial Trans

Honduras: Civil society groups protest in front of the Supreme Court, Tegucigalpa. (Photo CC/Jorge Cabrera via Twitter)

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/03/18/civic-space-continues-to-be-regularly-violated-in-Nigeria/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/09/22/honduras-hrds-criminalised-while-changes-protection-system-spark-concern/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr37/2787/2020/es/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/01/canada-struggle-rights-brings-people-streets/
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/indigenous-land-defender-sentenced-to-jail-time-over-trans-mountain-pipeline-protest-1.5897319
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Mountain pipeline. In another ongoing ac�on, bymid-September 2021 over a thousand people had been arrested at protests against
old-growth logging in Fairy Creek, Vancouver Island. More than 400 of these protesters are facing charges for ‘criminal contempt’.

Cuban authori�es have convicted over 300 people who took part in July 2021 an�-government protests. They face charges of
sedi�on, sabotage and public disorder. The crackdown targeted well-known dissidents as well as ci�zens in general, with prosecutors
o�en pushing for dispropor�onately long sentences. CSOs that monitored the situa�on es�mate that over 1,400 people were
detained in the context of these protests. Criminalisa�on in this case was used both to punish protesters and to ins�l fear and help
prevent future mobilisa�ons.

Protesters across the region are also subject to harassment, in�mida�on and s�gma�sa�on in reac�on to their ac�ons. In Argen�na
and El Salvador, for example, feminist ac�vists were threatened on social media a�er par�cipa�ng in protests. Mexican feminist
protesters, detained at a demonstra�on in Guanajuato, reported being threatened by police with trumped-up charges and sexual
assault. Meanwhile in Ecuador, President Guillermo Lasso and other authori�es have smeared Indigenous protesters by associa�ng
their demonstra�ons with narcotrafficking and criminal groups.

In the Asia Pacific region, the deten�on of protesters has been documented in at least 20 countries. In some cases, these deten�ons
have led to prosecu�ons. A range of public order, na�onal security and other laws have been used to criminalise protesters. The
authori�es have also harassed and punished protesters through means including the use of surveillance, denial of bail, travel bans,
the destruc�on of homes and torture and ill-treatment in deten�on.

In Sri Lanka, more than a hundred people involved in the mass protests over the economic crisis have been arrested, including
students, civil society ac�vists and unionists. There have been reports of alleged torture and ill-treatment in deten�on and some
people have been charged with ‘unlawful assembly’ and’ obstruc�ng the du�es of police officers’, among other offences. The
government also used the draconian Preven�on of Terrorism Act to detain three student ac�vists in August 2022. Other tac�cs used
to penalise protesters include travel bans.

In India, a number of student protesters, including Gulfisha Fa�ma and Umar Khalid, remain in deten�on without bail under the
Unlawful Ac�vi�es (Preven�on) Act, an an�-terrorism law, for their involvement in demonstra�ons against the discriminatory
Ci�zenship Amendment Act. Rights groups have also documented instances of the authori�es bulldozing and destroying the homes
of Muslim protesters in U�ar Pradesh state.

In Hong Kong, numerous ac�vists have been jailed for par�cipa�ng in or organising an ‘unauthorised assembly’ under the Public
Order Ordinance, which carries a five-year maximum sentence. Democracy ac�vist Chow Hang Tung was jailed for 15 months in
January 2022 for organising a vigil to commemorate the Tiananmen Square crackdown.

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2021/10/31/canada-provinces-ban-demonstrations-near-health-facilities/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/08/cuba-repercussions-june-2021-mass-protests-still-felt/
https://lens.civicus.org/cuba-the-beginning-of-the-end/
https://www.hrw.org/report/2022/07/11/prison-or-exile/cubas-systematic-repression-july-2021-demonstrators
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yuKmBzW-oZ-zICW7dBODh-hdrxhQpBJi/view
https://lens.civicus.org/cuba-a-year-on-from-historic-pro-democracy-protests/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/07/29/argentina-journalists-harassed-and-threatened/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2021/10/14/el-salvador-anti-government-protests-against-authoritarian-measures-and-bitcoin-implementation/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/07/06/mexico-twelve-journalists-killed-end-june-2022/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/10/04/ecuador-two-journalists-killed-manabi-within-month/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/09/sri-lanka-authorities-crackdown-on-protest-rights-must-end/
https://civicus.contentfiles.net/media/assets/file/Sri_Lanka.Watchlist.pdf
https://www.slcat.org/protect-the-right-to-report-protest-and-speak/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=protect-the-right-to-report-protest-and-speak
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/25/sri-lankan-president-continues-crackdown-activists-and-protesters-including-use-anti-terror-law/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/07/13/protest-movement-pushes-sri-lankan-president-resign-despite-harassment-arrests-and-attacks/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/04/15/arbitrary-travel-restrictions-harassment-activists-and-targeting-journalists-india/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/01/indian-authorities-criminalise-activists-and-bulldoze-homes-protesters-silence-dissent/
https://civicus.org/documents/China.HongKong.UNSubmission.pdf
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/03/23/ongoing-harassment-prosecution-activists-and-journalists-hong-kong-silence-dissent/
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Hong Kong: Activists Ma Chun-man, Tony Chung , Koo Sze-yiu, and Chow Hang Tung (Clockwise L-R)



GLOBAL ASSESSMENT ON PROTEST RIGHTS

32

In Thailand, hundreds of protesters have been charged for viola�ng the Emergency Decree that bans gatherings in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic and on allega�ons of royal defama�on and sedi�on. Some have consistently been denied bail or forced to be
electronically tagged as part of their bail condi�ons. Others have been placed under surveillance through the installa�on of Pegasus
spyware on their phones.

In Myanmar, thousands of an�-coup protesters languish in deten�on on trumped-up charges of ‘incitement’ or ‘treason’ a�er facing
secret military tribunals, with hundreds being tortured or ill-treated with impunity. In Malaysia, the police have brought scores of
protesters, including ac�vists and opposi�on poli�cians, in for ques�oning for holding spontaneous demonstra�ons related to issues
such as corrup�on, price hikes, the war in Ukraine and the death penalty. In Singapore, ac�vists have faced police harassment for
protests against the death penalty.

In the a�ermath of protests in Europe and Central Asia, protesters have faced prosecu�on, fines, in�mida�on, harassment and ill-
treatment and torture.

In Hungary, five teachers were dismissed a�er staging acts of civil disobedience as part of protests over teaching condi�ons. In
Turkey, students holding protests for academic freedoms were suspended and face disciplinary hearings.

In Kosovo, the ‘We march, we do not celebrate’ collec�ve was fined by the police for ‘disturbing public order and damaging public
property’ a�er protes�ng against femicide and throwing red paint at the buildings of law enforcement agencies. An�-government
protesters in Slovenia, who have staged cycling protests each Friday since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, have fined.
Prominent protester Jaša Jenull received three fines amoun�ng to €35,000 (approx. US$36,400) under the government of former
prime minister Janez Janša. In Norway, climate ac�vists who blocked the road as part of their 'Stop Oil Explora�on' campaign were
arrested and fined NOK 12,000 (approx. US$1,130). Addi�onally, since some ac�vists were foreign na�onals, the leader of the
Progress Party asked the Ministry of Jus�ce to deport them and issue an entry ban against them.

In Poland, women's rights ac�vists are facing judicial harassment following their par�cipa�on in pro-abor�on protests during 2020
and 2021 amid the COVID-19 pandemic. Marta Lempart, from the Polish Women’s Strike, is facing over 100 charges, including
endangering public health and ‘causing an epidemiological threat’, punishable by up to eight years in prison.

Criminal prosecu�on for ‘violent behaviour’ has been ini�ated in Serbia against three ac�vists of the Youth Student Ac�on for a�er
they interrupted a debate on the Novi Sad General Urban Plan by unfurling a banner and se�ng off pyrotechnic devices as an act of
protest. The ac�vists, who are facing up to five years in prison, have been the target of smear campaigns by pro-government
newspapers branding them as ‘Serb haters, traitors, and destroyers of the state’.

https://tlhr2014.com/en/archives/49854
https://lens.civicus.org/thailand-kings-critics-criminalised/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/22/activists-criminalised-royal-defamation-and-targeted-spyware-thailand/
https://prachatai.com/english/node/9983
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/22/activists-criminalised-royal-defamation-and-targeted-spyware-thailand/
https://monitor.civicus.org/country/myanmar/
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/2022-03/A_HRC_49_72_AdvanceEditedVersion.docx
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/06/20/malaysian-police-continue-harass-protesters-and-activists-and-criminalise-online-expression/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/18/lawyers-representing-death-row-prisoners-activists-and-journalists-face-harassment-singapore/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/11/11/economic-crisis-teachers-conditions-spark-mass-protests-fidesz-government-continues-its-battle-eu-funds/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/01/03/students-detained-and-suspended-over-university-protests-womens-rights-protests-met-repressions/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/04/12/police-fine-women-rights-activists-iwd-actions/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/01/shooting-oslo-pride-reopens-concerns-over-lgbtqi-rights-climate-activists-arrested-government-intervenes-oil-strike/
https://notesfrompoland.com/2022/10/24/prosecutors-indictment-polish-abortion-protest-leaders-for-causing-epidemiological-threat/
https://civicus.org/documents/SOCS2021Part2.pdf#page=64
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/05/02/president-aleksandar-vucic-secures-second-term-amid-growing-pressure-civil-society-and-journalists/


Poland: Prosecutors inWarsaw filed an indictment against threewomen’s rights activists from the PolishWomen’s
Strike, accusing them of endangering public health and “causing an epidemiological threat” for protests which
took place during the COVID-19 pandemic against the near-total abortion ban in October 2020. (Photo by Omar
Marques/Getty Images)
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Protesters and human rights defenders in Belarus have been targeted since protests erupted in 2020. For example, Marfa Rabkova
from the Viasna Centre is accused in 13 cases of ‘allegedly organising and encouraging ac�vi�es that violated civil order, publicly
calling for ac�vi�es that threatened na�onal security, crea�ng an extremist forma�on, running an extremist organisa�on, inci�ng
social hatred, hooliganism, vandalism, damaging private property, and for illegal ac�vi�es with the use of explosives’ and faces up
to 20 years in prison. In Finland in March 2022, 12 ac�vists from Elokapina, the Finnish Ex�nc�on Rebellion movement, were
convicted of insubordina�on for staging protests where they blocked two main streets and reportedly refused police orders to clear
the road.

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/05/31/prosecutions-2020-protests-continue/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/03/15/environmental-activists-charged-and-convicted-insubordination/
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In Kazakhstan, following mass protests for economic and poli�cal change in January 2022 that were suppressed with lethal force, the
authori�es have con�nued to target those who par�cipated. Dozens of civil society and opposi�on ac�vists were detained during
protests and some are facing criminal charges in apparent retalia�on for their ac�vism. Addi�onally, there are allega�ons of ill-
treatment and torture of detainees.

The authori�es allegedly con�nue to target and detain people they suspect of playing leading roles in the mass protests in
Karakalpakstan, Uzbekistan. Unconfirmed reports indicate that some of those detained were extrajudicially killed and that officials
removed dead bodies from the houses of people believed to have been killed to hide evidence of crimes.

Likewise in theMENA region, incidents of a�acks, harassment, prosecu�on and jailing of protesters and protest supporters – in some
instances years a�er protests – are some of the post-protest tac�cs documented by the CIVICUS Monitor.

In Kuwait, the authori�es harassed protesters by summoning them for ques�oning a�er par�cipa�ng in protests on the human rights
of the stateless Bedoon community. A similar trend is noted in Lebanon, where state security is reported to have summoned
protesters a�er they demonstrated to denounce government inac�on in response to the huge explosion in Beirut in August 2020.

In Qatar, the courts sentenced people to life imprisonment for par�cipa�ng in peaceful popular protests that culminated on 9 August
2021. In one notable case, two of those sentenced to life imprisonment in May 2022 did not actually par�cipate in protests but only
vocally supported them on social media.

Similarly, in Iran, the authori�es have misused the jus�ce system to judicially harass and prosecute those who call for accountability
in cases of viola�ons against protesters, as was seen in the brutal assault and subsequent imprisonment November 2021 of
prominent woman human rights defender Narges Mohammadi, following her arrest in order to begin serving a jail sentence in
connec�on to her vocal support for the bereaved family of vic�ms of the crackdown on na�onwide protests in November 2019. In
the protests that began in September 2022, at least 1,000 indictments have been issued by the judiciary against protesters as of 31
October 2022.

In Kuwait, the authori�es have gone further to demand extradi�on of exiled protesters in order to jail them, as documented in the
case of cri�cal blogger Mesaed Al-Musaileem who faces a lengthy prison sentence and is at risk of torture a�er being convicted of
offences related to his online expression and peaceful par�cipa�on in gatherings.

Protesters are at risk of death and violence even a�er protests. In Iraq, the body of Haider Sabri, a prominent ac�vist who
par�cipated in the October 2019 protest movement, was found dead in Basra city in late January 2022 under circumstances that
remain ambiguous. In Lebanon, protesters who are held in deten�on are subjected to torture and enforced disappearance, as
reported a�er protests in January 2022 over the economic crisis and a renewed lockdown.

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/09/21/lack-accountability-bloody-january-events-persecution-critics-undermine-pledged-modernisation/
https://lens.civicus.org/kazakhstan-demands-for-radical-change-met-with-lethal-response/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/10/07/civic-freedoms-remain-highly-restricted-karakalpakstan-protests-turn-violent-bloggers-and-activists-targeted/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/09/23/authorities-continue-targeting-bedoon-community/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/04/15/harassment-against-journalists-continues/
https://lens.civicus.org/lebanon-corrupt-government-fails-victims-of-the-beirut-blast/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/09/23/qatari-authorities-target-peaceful-human-rights-defenders-home-and-abroad/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/04/28/whrd-nazanin-zaghari-ratcliffe-returns-home-after-years-prolonged-arbitrary-detention/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/11/iran-release-narges-mohammadi/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/11/03/iran-thousands-detained-protesters-and-activists-peril
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/05/10/blogger-faces-lengthy-prison-sentence-risk-torture-if-forcibly-returned-kuwait/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/18/reports-and-monitoring-missions-document-extreme-repression-and-violence-against-activists/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2021/11/02/beirut-explosion-probe-worsening-economic-crisis-and-political-interference-spark-protests/


Lebanon: Protests staged over lack of accountability for Beirut port explosion. (Photo by REUTERS/
Mohamed Azakir via Gallo Images).
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However, despite the dire situa�on, and amid increased repression of civilian protesters in the MENA region, a resilient civil society
has defied all odds to push back against government excesses, con�nuing to take collec�ve ac�ons to call for accountability, social
jus�ce and the protec�on of human rights. In response to moun�ng pressure from human rights defenders in Iraq, in February 2022
the authori�es arrested Lieutenant-Colonel Omar Nizar, who was affiliated with the Rapid Response Division, on charges of killing
protesters during the infamous 2019 crackdown on protests. Similarly, a case against Iraqi ac�vist Faisal Salman Gharib Al-Barki and
14 others in rela�on to their par�cipa�on in October 2019 protests was also returned by the court for further inves�ga�ons because
of notable deficiencies, in what may be a posi�ve step by the courts to protect the rights of protesters. It remains to be seen whether
the courts will maintain themomentum to protect the rights of these and other protesters, and whether the arrest of Nizar will mark
the beginning of a new era of accountability for protest abuses, or whether these are superficial a�empts to whitewash the
government’s poor human rights record.

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/18/reports-and-monitoring-missions-document-extreme-repression-and-violence-against-activists/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2022/08/18/reports-and-monitoring-missions-document-extreme-repression-and-violence-against-activists/
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Respect the right to peaceful assembly and ensure its free
exercise without discrimina�on. This requires states to
allow assemblies to take place without unwarranted
interference and ensure that protesters are protected.

Amend all laws and regula�ons in order to guarantee fully
the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and adopt best
prac�ces on freedom of peaceful assembly, as put forward
by the 2012 report of the UN Special Rapporteur on the
Rights to Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and of Associa�on,
which calls for simple processes for the no�fica�on of
assemblies being held rather than permission being
required, and by General Comment No. 37 on the right to
peaceful assembly adopted by the UN Human Rights
Commi�ee in 2020.

Halt hos�le rhetoric that s�gma�ses peaceful protests,
such as portraying them as destabilising and as a threat,
and adopt all necessary measures to ensure that
individuals, organisa�ons and communi�es exercising their
rights to freedom of peaceful assembly are not subjected to
a�acks, harassment, threats and in�mida�on from state
and non-state sources.

Ensure that journalists, human rights defenders and others
involved in monitoring or repor�ng on assemblies are not be
prohibited from, or unduly limited in, exercising these
func�ons, including with respect to monitoring the ac�ons of
law enforcement officials. They must not face reprisals or
other harassment, and their equipment must not be
confiscated or damaged.

Cease internet shutdowns and repeal any laws and policies
that allow for network disrup�ons and shutdowns, including
in the context of protests, and refrain from the use of
biometric iden�fica�on and recogni�on technologies, such as
facial recogni�on, for arbitrary surveillance of protesters
online and offline.

Ensure that public health emergencies such as COVID-19 are
not used as a pretext to suppress the right to freedom of
peaceful assembly, and ensure that quaran�ne measures are
never used to punish or prevent people joining peaceful
protests.
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Uncondi�onally and immediately release all protesters
who have been detained for exercising their right to
freedom of peaceful assembly and drop all exis�ng
charges against them or quash their convic�ons.

Publicly condemn at the highest levels all instances of the
use of excessive and brutal force by security forces in
response to protests.

Ensure independent, thorough and impar�al inves�ga�on
of human rights viola�ons in the context of protests,
including arbitrary arrests, excessive force and
extrajudicial killings commi�ed by security forces and hold
perpetrato command responsibility, accountable.

Provide recourse to judicial review and effec�ve remedy,
including compensa�on, in cases of unlawful denial of the
right to freedom of peaceful assembly by state authori�es.

Review and if necessary update exis�ng human rights training
and protocols for police and security forces, with the
assistance of independent civil society, to foster a more
consistent applica�on of interna�onal human rights
standards, including the UN Basic Principles on the Use of
Force and Firearms.

Establish and strengthen independent police oversight and
inves�gatory bodies, including by providing sufficient
resources, and ensure they are able to effec�vely inves�gate
allega�ons of unlawful use of force against protesters.
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The data is extrapolated from the CIVICUS Monitor’s country updates, which are published every weekday. These country updates
use a standardised template for providing assessments on: freedom of expression; freedom of peaceful assembly; and freedom of
associa�on. Each of these country updates is assigned a number of tags from our taxonomy, these tags are then processed to get
the number of countries where viola�ons took place. For example: if a protester is detained or a number of protesters are detained
in the country during the analysis period, the country is assigned this tag/label and gets entered into our database. From the past
year (1 October 2021 - 30 September 2022), there were a total of 476 country updates, 351 of which covering incidents related to
protests.

METHODOLOGY

Open
Narrowed
Obstructed
Repressed
Closed

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/
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