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The Taliban have attempted to portray to the world that they will respect human rights
however the ground reality is far from thislhis briefing specificalljdocuments the
repression of the rights of women and girls, the intimidatiasf human rights defenders,
the crackdown on freedom of expression, the reprisals on former government workers i
well as the challenges faced by refugees and those who wish to leave Afghanistan. The
incidents form a litany of abuses that demonstrate the need for an indepesat
monitoring mechanism in response to the human rights situation in Afghanistan.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Afghanistan, a country already besieged by conflittiat has seen gross violations and abuses of
human rights for decades, entered a new chapter on 15 August 2021, whehe Tdiban captured its
capital Kabul, andoverthrewthe civilian government With President Ashraf Ghani fleeing hours after
the Taliban entered Kabul, the city effectively fell under the rule of the Taliban armed group, that 20
years before had been ousted pthe United States and its allie3.

The takeover by the Taliban marks a new epodh the history of Afghanistan. The past 20 years had
gdrtksdc hm rnld ognfqdrr nm sgd dminx|l dms ne
rights, but the conflict has also seen thousands of civilian deaths and the commission of crimes
against humanity, war crimes, and other serious human rights violations and abuses by all parties.
The 20-year war is estimated to have taken the lives of at least 47,245 tams with many more

injured, in addition to over 66,000 Afghan national military and police, 51,191 Taliban and other
fighters, 72 journalists, 444 aid workers and 3,84&S contractors?
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/afghapresidentghanifleeskabul-in-helicopter-stuffed-with-cash-reports/article35940674.ece

3 Ellen Knickneyer. @O- 06 @t ftrs 1/ 10- ®Bnrsr ne s dgihs/@enévg. combartice/mmdlevastgusinebsm k hudr
afghanistan43d8f53b35e80ec18c130cd683e1a38f Based on a report by Neta C. Crawford and Catherine Lutz. Brown University. 13 November 2019
®Gt | ° m B n+9/41 Wases: Dect\War Deaths in Major War Zones, Afghanistan and Pakistan (October 28@ctober 2019); Iraq (Mach 2003 +
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/afghan-president-ghani-flees-kabul-in-helicopter-stuffed-with-cash-reports/article35940674.ece
https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-business-afghanistan-43d8f53b35e80ec18c130cd683e1a38f
https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-business-afghanistan-43d8f53b35e80ec18c130cd683e1a38f
https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/files/cow/imce/papers/2019/Direct%20War%20Deaths%20COW%20Estimate%20November%2013%202019%20FINAL.pdf
https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/files/cow/imce/papers/2019/Direct%20War%20Deaths%20COW%20Estimate%20November%2013%202019%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-47391821
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-47391821

Since their takeover on 15 August, the Taliban promised in sevepkss conferences and statements

that theyassure a general amnesty for all previous government workérg,dr odbs vnl dm-r ghf
accordance with their interpretation of Sharia laivand that journalists would be protected.In a sign

of things to come ,bright murals in the capital Kabul were painted over with black and white slogans

by the Taliban in the weeks following the takeovér Taliban commander attended a news

conference with TOLO news, conducted by a female anchor, to demonstrate their pragsisand

commitments+ days later, the anchor herself fled Afghanistan fearing for her life.

Although the Taliban had assured a general amnesty for all previous government workers, there was
no formal decree to this effectand to protect the rights of jarnalists® Contrary to this reassurance,

the Taliban continued to crackdown on journalists and tortured them for reporting about protests in
the country!® Female protestors took to the streets demanding equality and freedom in Nim#éz,
Kabul?, Herat,'* Mazar-e-Sharif* and other cities and provinces in Afghanistardespite violent
crackdowns on protestors on 2 and 6 September in MazarSharif. Reporters were threatened by the
Taliban to not report the protest in Mazae-Sharif®

For civilians, their fate hangs in the balance, as several blasts in Kabul since 15 August claimed
hundreds of lives. On 26 August, a suicide bombing by thislamic State- Khoresan Province (ISKP)
outside the Baron Hotel, in close proximity to the Abbeyaf and also at the Abbey Gate of the Hamid
Karzai International Airport (HKIA), claimed 170 lives, including 13 US soldiers, and injured many
others® On 29 August, a Hellfire missile, launched by the United States military from a Reaper
drone, killed 10 people, including seven children, in Kabul” Thus far, the United States has failed to
properly investigate the strike, speak to the families of the victims, or pay compensation. 17
September,General Frank McKenzie, the head of the US Central Commaratcepted responsibility
enq sgd j hkkhmf tragiglghrbsg®®jsdgd-x b~ kkdc =~ ®

Following the Taliban announcement on 3 September that it had seized control of Panjshir, where an
armed group had been resisting the Taliban rule, celebratory gun fikdled at least 17 people and
injured 41 others in Kabul*®

4 Zaheena Rasheed, Arwa Ilhim and Usaid Siddiqui.Al Jazeera0 6 @t ftrs 1/ 10- ®S " kha ' m needqgr "I mdrsx+ oqnl hr
e g d d chitps:/'wavw.ajazeera.com/news/2021/8/17/evacuatioflights-resume-as-biden-defends-afghanistanpullout.

Sqg ' bx Rgdksnm- @AB- 08 @ ftrs 1/10- ®Sgd S kha " m r x sgdxm>hkk ogdrdqud vnl
https://www.abc.net.au/news/202108-19/womensrights-and-sharia-law-under-the-taliban/100386350.

SAAB- 06 @ ftrs 1/10- ®@efg m vnl dm s nhtgs//wnd.blg.homevs/woviehssg§8R4895Hr k * | hb k™ v+ S° khe
” Tweet. Secunder Kermani@SecKermani. 3 September 2021. 11:4PM. https://twitter.com/SecKermani/status/1433856716186206211

8Sgd Ft gch m- 1 Rdosdladqg 1/10- ®EdI!I "kd SU "mbgng vgn hmsdguhdvdc S kha  m e
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/02/femaltv-anchor-who-interviewedtaliban-officiaends-up-having-to-flee-afghanistan

°Xnf hs® Khl  xd- AAB@! 0c Rdhbhsiddmsiqgqdd diOor " ®r + @ef g  mr httesdwwy.bis.godh/neSvs/kohea * m&r & | mdr
asia58395954.Sgd Vhaqgd- 17 WaatHappened tdtheIl&liban'stPromise to Protect Journalisis?https://thewire.in/media/whathappened
to-the-talibans-promise-to-protect-journalists

©®Qdt sdgqr- 8 Rdosdladg 1/10- ®@ef g  m i nt dqtps/kvivw.reuters.acdn/werld/asiphcific/aBhak ha ™ m cdsdmshnm
journalistsbeatentaliban-detention-editor-says2021-09-09/.

1 Tweet. From the Afghan Women. Handle: @HearAfghanWomen. 4 September 2021. 7:34 PM.
https://twitter.comHearAfghanWomen/status/1434155448236756994

2 Tweet. Zahra Rahimi. @ZahraSRahimi. 7 September 2021. 3:47 PMtps://twitter.com/ZahraSRahimi/status/1435185420808163333

3 Al Jazeera English, Herat women protest against Taliban over right to work, 2 September 202%ips://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/2/womeim-
herat-protestoutside-governor&Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.

4 Farzana Adell. Handle: @far_adell. 6 September 2021. 2:18 Plips://twitter.com/far_adell/status/1434800726212071428

% Tweet. Farzana Adell. @fa adell. 6 September 2021. 2:18 PMhttps://twitter.com/far_adell/status/1434800726212071428

BAAB- 2/ @ ftrs 1/10- ®@ef g mhrs ™ m9 TRhttpsg/wwdbcrcangnbvjs/dorldadatod8T2hsm™ sdr  ~ hgongs anl
V> rghmfsnm Onrs+ 0/ Rdosdl adg 1 httpsd/wwweBshingtompashcorfi/investigatmprs/fnigractive/20R17kakdise hj d - —
strike-questions/?_=a

¥Sgd Mdv Xngj Shl dr - PedtégonRadknosviddges dug. 29 drahéstrike@ Afghanistan was a tragic migtdkat killed 10 civilians.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/17/us/politics/pentagedrone-strike-afghanistan.html Al Jazeera. 17 Septembet / 1 rone attack killed 10

civilians in Kabul, US acknowledges https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/17/dronstrike-killed-10-civilians-in-kabul-us-acknowledges

®Qdt sdgqr- 3 Rdosdladg 1/10- ®@s kdtxqdo 0 tpsj/ Avkvkedters.dormwobddakimaaifep/leastitkiledf t me hgd hm J
celebratorygunfire-kabul-reports2021-09-04/- Sgd Shl dr ne Hmch - 2 Rdosdl adgq -drfirih@irKa®b 6 cd c+ 30 hmi

Qd o n dgps:/fiimesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/souttasia/afghanistancrisis-17-dead-41-injured-in-citywide-open-air-firing-in-
kabul/articleshow/85920629.cms
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https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/afghan-journalists-beaten-taliban-detention-editor-says-2021-09-09/
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/interactive/2021/kabul-drone-strike-questions/?_=a
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/interactive/2021/kabul-drone-strike-questions/?_=a
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/17/us/politics/pentagon-drone-strike-afghanistan.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/17/drone-strike-killed-10-civilians-in-kabul-us-acknowledges
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/least-17-killed-celebratory-gunfire-kabul-reports-2021-09-04/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/least-17-killed-celebratory-gunfire-kabul-reports-2021-09-04/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-asia/afghanistan-crisis-17-dead-41-injured-in-citywide-open-air-firing-in-kabul/articleshow/85920629.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-asia/afghanistan-crisis-17-dead-41-injured-in-citywide-open-air-firing-in-kabul/articleshow/85920629.cms

In this report, Amnesty International, International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) and the World
Organisation against Torture (OMCT) have documented incidents of human rights violations lizate
taken place in Afghanistan since the takeover by the Taliban on 15 August. This report calls on the
UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) to take decisive action to establish a robust independent
investigative mechanism to monitor and report on human rightbuses committed in violation of
international human rights law, and to contribute to accountability for crimes under international law.
Human rights defenders, journalists, and others who are targeted for their work must be evacuated
and given safe pasage if they wish to leave Afghanistan; and women and girls, and ethnic and
religious minorities who are targeted because of their gender, ethnic, and religious identity, must be
guaranteed protection. All those who wish to leave Afghanistan must be assutled right to seek
asylum. At the same time, the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court must receive
assistance from the international community to immediately recommence its investigations into crimes
under international law committel in Afghanistan.
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Kabul Airport vicinity. 16 August 2021. Planet Labs.

2. METHODOLOGY

The data in this briefing was obtained via primary and secondary researdthe primary research was
conducted by Amnesty International, OMCT and FIDH from 1 t@Septenber 2021. The
organizations conducted qualitative interviews with four journalists, one former government officer,
three human rights defenders, and one researcher. Trusted information received from partners was
also used to corroborate information in thiseport. All names have been changed and identifying
details omitted in order to ensure the safety of all those who spoke to the researchers for this report.
Amnesty International, OMCT and FIDH collected, verified, and analysed videos and photographs
shared on social media platforms. This methodology included checking sources, geolocation, and
establishing the time frame in which the content was captured. Amnesty International’'s geospatial
expert analysed satellite imagery over Afghanistan since 15 Augdé21. Other secondary desk
research was conducted to corroborate incidents in this report that were reported by mainstream
international and national media outlets. The report considers the period between 15 August & 1
September 2021.Attempts to reach he Taliban to share these findings were not successful and
received no reply.

3. BACKGROUND: AFGAMNNDER THE NALIBA

The Taliban have attempted to portray themselves as a reformed group that acknowledges a
rdl ak > mbd ne vnl dm- rexpaedsibngsince theimecenenglithy takebver ofe
Afghanistan®®*Vghkd sgdx g ud oqnl hrdc ° ®fdmdg k | mdr sx

2y *gddm® Q rgddc+ @qv' Haq ghl “mc Tr hc Rhcchpth- @k | y<addgmedia 06 @t ftrs 1/
e g d d chttps:/wawvw.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/17/evacuatieffights-resume-as-biden-defends-afghanistanrpullout.
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/17/evacuation-flights-resume-as-biden-defends-afghanistan-pullout

former government (although there was no formal decree to this effect), incidents from parts of
Afghanistan which include the targeted killing of people who formerly worked for the government,
have confirmed that these statements are only a cover foreversionto their earlier regime of
repression.

Human Rights Defenders, women politicians, former governmieworkers and religious and ethnic
minorities face heightened risks. For example, since the takeover, the Taliban has targeted those who
worked for the Afghan police force, and in one instance, killd8lanu Negara former woman police
officer who was pregant at the time?! A popular comedian Nazar Mohammed, who had formerly
worked for the police force, was abducted from his home, and killédIn another instance, Zarifa

Fg e gh+ @efg mhrs m-r ehqgrs edl kd | foherg+ snkc sg
confiscated her car, and beaten up her guard$® She has now left Afghanista®* Mahmud, a human
rights defender, told Amnesty International that minorities in Afghanistan are in grave danger
specifically, Shias, Hazaras, Hindu, and Sikh commuits 2> Other reports have emerged of the

Taliban threatening family members of those who have fled, threatening death, or demanding ransom
in the event these people do not returi® As of 26 August, thousands of Afghans were already

pouring across the bordeinto Pakistan?’

Those who are at risk face immense challenges in leaving the country, both through the airports and
through land borders.American troops ended the evacuation from the Hamid Karzai International
Airport (HKIA) at midnight on 30 Augustlt is reported that some commercial and charter flights
commenced since 9 September from HKIAE Entry points to bordering countries, like the Spin
Boldak-Chaman crossing to Pakistan in Kandahar, was closed by Pakistan on 3 Septenijen, the
weeks followinghe Taliban takeover of Kabul, limiting the ability of refugees to cross the border.
Reports emerged that on 2 September 2021 four people died as a result of a stampede as they tried
to rush across the bordef!

2 The Taliban denied their involvement in the killingtothe BBC AAB- 4 Rd o afghbaréstig TallbAnlabused @& killing pregnant police

officer https://www.bbc.com/news/worleasia58455826. However, relatives have confirmed she was killed by the Talibarweet. Aditya Raj Kaul

@AdityaRajKaul. Beptember 2021. 7:04 PM.https://twitter.com/adityarajkaul/status/1434510349609299971?lang=en

22 Alex Horton and Ezzatullah Mehrdad. The Washington Post. 28 july 208.@e s dq -bnl dch > m- hr jhkkdc ax S  kha  m+ uhc¢
“bagnrr  @e higs//mbwrwashingionpost.com/world/2021/07/28/nazdthasha-afghanistancomediant  @MH- ®Onot k' q @ef g " m bnl dc|
ftmldm+ e 1 hkx htpk/wivwdaniness.ik/reas/world/asia/populafghan-comediankilled-by-gunmen-family-blames-

taliban20210723165601/.

ZXnfhs® Khl xd- AAB@I Ioc Rdlbosikdd msiqggdé dior " ®r + @ef g  mrhttesdww.bis.godh/neSvs/ kohlea * m&r & | md |
asia58395954. Zarifa Ghafari. Al Jazeer®d 5 Rdosdl adq 1/ 10- ®Sgdf & nglksg rgqad kmdwmnS™ khdas™ d mffnudgml dms
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2021/9/16/thevorld-should-not-yet-engagewith-the-new-taliban-government

#Xnfhs® Khl > xd- AAB@| Oc Rdbhsidd msiggdd dlOr " ®r + @ef g  mrhttesdwwg.bbs.goch/neSvs/konlea * m&r & | md
asia58395954. Zarifa Ghafari. AJazeera0 5 Rdosdl adq 1/ 10- ®Sgd vngkc rgntkc mns xds dmf > fd vhsg
https://www.aljazeera.com/opiniori2021/9/16/the-world-should-not-yetengagewith-the-new-taliban-government

2 Mahmud. Interview response sent via email. 10 September 2021. Amnesty International.

®Xnf hs™ Khl " xd- AABAmidvioléhtrepssdld, Afghgns fedr thedTaliba®& ~ | md r s x & htpsr/wwdvlblo sam/news/worlel
asia58395954.

ZAAB- 20 @tftrs 1/10- ®@efg mhrs ™  m9 Ekddhmf hipg:dwvws.bbk doa/nems/wornassie588B056thr s m ~ mc  k
®Qdtsdgqr- 0/ Rdosdladg 1/10- 8 Rdosdladg 1/10- ®@efg  mhrs " m bnlldgbh k ekhf
https://www.reuters.com/world/asigacific/taliban-interim-governmentagreeslet-foreignersleaveafghanistan2021-09-09/- Mdv Xn g jQat&h |l dr - ®@
ids b gghdr | ngd sg  mhtQd/ivwengtineskedni?d2q/09/0@vepridiasialtaliaankericansafghanistan.html

2 Scroll.in.3Sepl | adg 1/ 10- ®@efg mhrs m9 O jhrs ' m sdlong ghkx bknrdr jdx anqgcdg baqr
https://scrol.in/latest/1004490/afghanistarpakistantemporarily-closeskey-border-crossingamid-fears-of-refugeeinflux.

®Ghmctrs " m Shldr- 1 Rdosdladg 1/10- ®Cd ckx rs " lodcd “esdq O jhrs m rgtsr j
https://www.hindustantimes.com/worlehews/deadlystampede after-pakistan-shuts-key-border-crossingwith-afghanistanreport-

101630584905141.html.

31 Tweet. Muslim Shirzad. @MuslimShirzad. 2 September 2021. 4:06 Phkttps://twitter.com/MuslimShirzad/status/1433378247052566532Hindustan

Times.2Septl | adg 1/ 10- ®Cd ckx rs lodcd “esdg O jhrs m rgtsr jdx angcdqg bgnrr hmf

https://www.hindustantimes.com/worléhews/deadlystampede after-pakistan-shuts-key-border-crossingwith-afghanistanreport-
101630584905141.html.
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The thousands who are left behind, or are trying to leave Afghanistan, are testament to the brutal
regime of the Taliban circa 2001, when extrajudicial executions abounded, and women and girls were
oppressed with a plethora of restrictions. Since ¢im, even in the last 20 years, the Taliban and other
armed groups have conducted brutal attacks on civilians, journalists, human rights defenders, and
government workers, resulting in Afghanistan having one of the highest civilian deaths in the wéxld.
Nearly 50,000 civilians have died in the last 20 year¥ The first half of 2021 alone recorded 5183
civilian casualties (1659 deaths and 3524 injuries), of which 32 per cent were children. This is a 47
per cent increase in civilian casualties compared tihe same period in 2020%* Those responsible for
these casualties include both antgovernment and pregovernment forces®®

This briefing specifically covers incidents demonstrating repression of the rights of women and girls,
the intimidation faced by hunan rights defenders, the crackdown on freedom of expression, the
reprisals on former government workers and possible violations of international humanitarian law as
well as the challenges faced by refugees and those who wish to leave Afghanistan. Thesielémts
form a litany of abuses that demonstrate the need for an independent monitoring mechanism in
response to the human rights situation in Afghanistan.

4. THREATS TO GENDHRTEFAFTER 135AUGU

Hm sgd 088/ -r sgd S k h arighs violatigng dgdirest wornbes indiutings hokd gt |
stoning, public beatings, executions and death penalty, and facing arrest and penalties for
®hm>ooqgnogh ™ sd cqdrr + “psthecTdlibah retkrn to powet, evonmenaseh n m e n q
at high risk of humanrights violations, as is demonstrated in the incidents below.

Under pressure from journalists and the broader international community since their takeover of

Afghanistan on 15 August, Taliban leaders and spokespersons have repeatedly addressed the isfue
vnldm-r ghfgsr+ "mc sn " m dwsdms+ g ud "~ ssdlosdc s
regard have changed since they were in control in the late 1990s. However, despite promises that
vnldm-r ghfgsr vntkc ad gsdgrdo drbos dbcd +temychdf galeskdgddon "Rg ~ g h °

2@ mdr sx Hmsdgm® s hn mhttlsy/ww® @enfesgy onganrlosatian/asiadihe-pacific/southrasia/afghanistan/reporafghanistan/

B¥Mdv Xnqj Shldr- 2/f Rdmwisds amdqTdd¢ 19dr ®@gd T-R- Nbbto shnm Hr Nudg+ Dmchmf Q@
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/30/world/afghanistanews

¥TM@L @ 15 |t k x Cabualied Set ™® BihUnprdcddéntad Highs In 2021 Unless Urgent Action To Stem ViolendeM Qdongs -
https://lunama.unmissions.org/civiliarcasualtiesset-hit-unprecedentedhighs-2021-unless-urgent-action-stem-violence % E2%80%93-un-report

STM@L @ 15 I tkx 1/10- ®&Bhuhkh ™ m B rt kshdr Rds Sn Ghs etmdgq@Qdadrgisnsdc Ghfgr H
https://lunama.unmissions.org/civiliarcasualtiesset-hit-unprecedentedhighs-2021-unless-urgent-action-stem-violence %E2%80%93-un-report. BBC.

15 Itkx 1/10- ®@ef g  mhrs ™ m9 Qdb n ghttpsbviww.hbc.bom/mewsWorlehsiak786@9%0. hm 1/ 10+ TM gdongsr —
36 Allia Bukhari The Diplomat.06 @t ftrs 1/10- ®S  kha " m-r Qdstgm G'r @efg m Vnldm Khuhmf hm E
udaqgx gtghs:/khedplemat.com/2021/08/talibansreturn-has-afghanwomentliving-in-fear. News18.05 @t ftrs 1/ 10- ®DWOK@HMDC9 S k
Oqnidbs Lncdg sd E bd+ Ats Gdqgd&r Vgx Shymbhvgvw Qedvsl8 apmnetds/explaingrstexplained@ésng " m Vnl dm M
may-projectmoderateface-but-hereswhy-their-return-is-making-afghanwomen-nervous4092749.html.
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https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/asia-and-the-pacific/south-asia/afghanistan/report-afghanistan/
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/30/world/afghanistan-news
https://unama.unmissions.org/civilian-casualties-set-hit-unprecedented-highs-2021-unless-urgent-action-stem-violence-%E2%80%93-un-report
https://unama.unmissions.org/civilian-casualties-set-hit-unprecedented-highs-2021-unless-urgent-action-stem-violence-%E2%80%93-un-report
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-57967960
https://thediplomat.com/2021/08/talibans-return-has-afghan-women-living-in-fear/
https://www.news18.com/news/explainers/explained-taliban-may-project-moderate-face-but-heres-why-their-return-is-making-afghan-women-nervous-4092749.html
https://www.news18.com/news/explainers/explained-taliban-may-project-moderate-face-but-heres-why-their-return-is-making-afghan-women-nervous-4092749.html

adftm sn g ohckx,vngooghmhmr me sgd 9 g svn cd
dw | olmd ¥ Rdosdladq 1/10+ sgd cdotsx gd ¢ ne
media SBS that women would be banned from playing sportsting in particular, the national

vnl dm-r bghbjds sd’ | -

b cdr
S kha"

4.1 DENIAL OF THE R@GWDRK

®Vd r dd srgsponsible fohegerytmng. Tihey attack
theytookoveZ at s\ sgdx cnm-s | mn

betrayed the hopes of millions of Afghans. Our hopes are |
gdetfdd b | or -

Ayesha, journalist.

A key concern is whether the Taliban will al@women to work, given that from 1996 to 2001, except
for female medical providers and widows, women were forbidden from working outside of their
homes3 The restrictions on employment often resulted in women being forced to beg on the streets
and engage in transactional se¥

Sgd I drr fdr gqdf gchmf wvnldm-r ghfgsr sg s-g ud ad
took power, have been unclear anthconsistent and have left women across Afghanistan terrified. On

24 August 2021, Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid told reporters that women should refrain

eqgnl rgnvhmf to sn vngj tmshk ®oqnodqg rxrsdlr vdq
ck>hl hmf hs v 'r ° ®udgx sdl onq % Kowevgrnob28 Augustd  + v hsgr
Suhail Shaheen, a spokesperson of the Taliban, tweeted that women working in the health sector were

to report to duty*> On 11 September, it was reported thatlamale employees of the Ministry of

Ehm>  mbd vdgd sn gqdongs sn vnqgj+ "~ mc edl kd dl oknxd
d muh gnml dms * Nofurthegdetailb lavk been shared, leaving many working women in

limbo. While some have been de to continue working, others have been physically barred from

entering their workplace by Taliban fighters; many more have stayed home out of precaution.

®S kha m chc mns ~kknv sgd vnl

have insulted and humilistgdd v n | d m
Abdul, a journaffst.

Worrying reports about women being barred from their workplaces or sent home have surfaced from
different parts of the country, and it is not yet known if these were isolated incidents or are part of a

37 The Guardian, Afghan women to be banned from playing sport, Taliban say, 8 September 2021,
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/08/afghawomento-be-banned-from-playing-sport-taliban-say.

38 Interview with Ayesha. Phone conversation. 8 September 2021. Amnesty International.

¥Windy Brown & Laura Grenfell, The International Crime of Geneer r dc  Odgr dbt shnm “mc sgd S kha m+ 3 LDKA- | -
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/MelbJIL/2003/1.html#Heading49

“ Human Rights WatchGt | * mhsx Cdmhdc9 Rxrsdl > shb Uhnk > shnmr ne Vnldm-r Qhfgsr hm @efg"
https://www.hrw.org/reports/2001/afghan3/afgwrd1001.pdf

“1 BBC, Afghanistan: Taliban tell workigjwomen to stay home, 24 August 2021https://www.bbc.com/news/worlehsia58315413.

42 Tweet. TOLOnews. @TOLOnNnews. 28 August 2021. 2.14 ANtps://twitter.com/TOLOnews/status/143135693019124941News18. 27 August 2021.
®Vngqrdmhmf Gd ksg Bghrhr hm @efg mhrs m9 S khp™ ™ m Tgfd EdI " kd Rs ee ne Otakh
https://www.news18.com/news/world/facingesperatehealth-crisis-taliban-asks-female-staff-of-public-health-dept-to-return-to-work-41356 34.html.

“ Tweet.BILAL SARWARY@bsarwaryl1 September 2021. 12:02 Ahttps://twitter.com/bsarwary/status/143639707968169987.1
4 Abdul. Interview response sent via email. 8 September 2021. Amnesty International.
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/08/afghan-women-to-be-banned-from-playing-sport-taliban-say
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/MelbJIL/2003/1.html#Heading49
https://www.hrw.org/reports/2001/afghan3/afgwrd1001.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58315413
https://twitter.com/TOLOnews/status/1431356930191249411
https://www.news18.com/news/world/facing-desperate-health-crisis-taliban-asks-female-staff-of-public-health-dept-to-return-to-work-4135634.html
https://twitter.com/bsarwary/status/1436397079681699871

wider pattern. In early July, as Taliban fighters began to take control of parts of the city of Kandahar,

nine women were ordered to leave their offices at Azizi Bank; they were escorted homeamik ¢ s g~ s
sgdx vntkc ad gdok  b*lThe samxe scermpdolrepeated itketf at BathkMillsirh u d r -
Herat a few days latef$

In Herat, soon after the Taliban claimed the city on 12 August, many women were barred from their

workplace, including somee q rthkir jobs at the Industrial Park, where 300 fact@gs producing food

and constructionsuppliesy “ ud dl oknxdc | " mx knbB"Nk2Sepdmben hm qdbdm
1/10+ cnydmr ne vnldm ognsdrsdc hm Gdg s ~f > hmrs s
over the right to work'®

While it appears thaa number of women journalists and other media workers have stayed home

preemptively, either of their own volition, or as a result of cautious editors and publishessy d gd g ud
addm ° mtladg ne udghehdc hmbhcdmat gmé k&rishha emné h fd
sgdhg neehbdr nq ° kk n vimesefare deglowlith irsdetaildpelosvugder threats s gd e h
faced by journalists.

4.2 DENIAL OF THE R@GHDUCATION

Shortly after returning to power, Taliban leaders announced that although women and girls would not

be forbidden from attending schools, there would be a ban on exducation. On 29 August 2021, the

S"kha> m-r ® bshmf ghfgdqg dgpbmshnms 1 sidndrsgd ®o @ack
will continue their higher education in the light of Sharia law in safety without being in a mixed male

"mc edl " kd ®muhgnml dms- "~

On 5 September 2021, the Education Ministry, now controlled by the Taliban, issuedecree
imposing that all female students, teachers and staff at colleges and universities wear an Islamic black
abayarobe andnigab covering the hair, body, and most of the face, as well as glov&sThe decree
"krn engl khydc s gdouhchrmhtregadding te ban ®n c@du€ation,s -~ mm
specifying that classes must be segregated by gender, and female students only taught by women
when possible, or separated by a curtaift. As universities reopened on 6 September, photographs
circulated on socialmedia showing male and female students segregated by a curtain erected in the
middle of classrooms. The lack of female teachers has been a significant concern in Afghanistan in
the past>? On 17 September the Taliban announced that boys would begiseconday, high school
and religiousschool from Saturday the 18 of Septembdyut made no mention of when girls would
begin school®?

Ctd sn sgd S kha m-lmglomkédédmldr® ssedmalgmthcrecthgninkr o r
088/+ hs qdlvigms ombhkbhdr sgdx vhkk hlokdldms eng o
@ksgntfg hl fdr ne fhqgkr gdstgmhmf sn rbgnnk hm Gd

* Reuters, Afghan women forced from banking jobs as Taliban take control, 15 August 20R1tps://www.reuters.com/world/asigacific/afghanwomen
bankersforcedrolestaliban-takescontrol2021-08-13/Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.

6 Reuters, Afghan women forced from banking jobs as Taliban take controf August 2021, https://www.reuters.com/world/asigacific/afghanwomen
bankers-forcedrolestaliban-takescontrol2021-08-13/Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.

47 Confidential communication. Phone interview. 2 September 2021. FIDH.

8 Al Jazeera English, Herat women protest against Taliban over right to work, 2 September 20@ps://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/2/womeim-
herat-protestoutside-governord€rror! Hyperlink reference not valid.

“France24, Women allowed to attend university under Taliban rule: acting minister, 29 August 20Rttps://www.france24.@m/en/live
news/20210829-women-allowedto-attend-university-under-taliban-rule-acting-minister.

%0 Gandhara/RFEL, Taliban Imposes New Dress Code, Segregation of Women at Afghan Universities, 6 September 2021,
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/talibardress-code-segregationwomen/31446726.html

5 Gandhara/RFEL, Taliban Imposes New Dress Code, Segregation of Women at Afghan Universities, 6 September 2021,
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/talibardress-code-segregatioawomen/31446726.htmlwhip

2TMHBDE- ®@®&Ct g b mkips/iwmw.unicef.org/afghanistan/educatian

%Sgd Shldr ne Hmch'  Talibanresie boywrly sahapls, makésthe me@tion of girls -
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/souttasia/talibanresumeboys-only-schools makes-no-mention-of-girls/articleshow/86311733.cms Al Jazeera.

06 Rdos dl aTdlipan saysiclasses @sume for Afghan boys, no mention of girlttps://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/17/talibaisays
classesresume-afghan-boys-no-mention-girls.
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https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/afghan-women-bankers-forced-roles-taliban-takes-control-2021-08-13/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/afghan-women-bankers-forced-roles-taliban-takes-control-2021-08-13/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/afghan-women-bankers-forced-roles-taliban-takes-control-2021-08-13/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/afghan-women-bankers-forced-roles-taliban-takes-control-2021-08-13/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/2/women-in-herat-protest-outside-governors
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/2/women-in-herat-protest-outside-governors
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20210829-women-allowed-to-attend-university-under-taliban-rule-acting-minister
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20210829-women-allowed-to-attend-university-under-taliban-rule-acting-minister
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-dress-code-segregation-women/31446726.html
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-dress-code-segregation-women/31446726.html
https://www.unicef.org/afghanistan/education
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-asia/taliban-resume-boys-only-schools-makes-no-mention-of-girls/articleshow/86311733.cms
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/17/taliban-says-classes-resume-afghan-boys-no-mention-girls
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/17/taliban-says-classes-resume-afghan-boys-no-mention-girls

flooded news$* and social media, there have also been isolated reports of schools closing, particularly
in rural areas® It should also be noted that in areas that were already under Taliban control prior to
15 August, many schools were either destroyed by the Talibaor, girls were prohibited from attending
school past gradesix.%®

4.3 EXCLUSION OF WBRENPBLITICS

When asked if women (and ethnic minorities) would be included in the new Afghan government
during an interview with BBC Pashto, the deputy head of the Talib@olitical office in Qatar stated

sg s sgdgd ® "x moersadneée sgld” @&f hmdgmbdikis+ hmbktc

was proven a reality on 7 September, when the Taliban announcedg d hq ®b " gds  j dg
without a single woman in a chinet post. This is a regression from the previous cabinet and

f nudc

t mcdqgl hmdr vnldm-r ghfgsr sn onkhshb’ ™k exisgmhbho sh
sgd ®f nudgml dms™ ~oonhmsdc a xole played $ inmprovinf m¥nt d me h s d

rights in Afghanistan in previous years

The Ministry of Propagation of Virtue and Prevention of Vice has also beerestablished, which is
particularly worrying because of the role of this Ministry in curtailing the rights of women in {beest 5
Representation of ethnic and religious minorities is also absent from all leadership positions that have
been appointed, which is of grave concern given the past attacks targeting the rights of women and
girls, and ethnic and religious minorities.

4.4 REPRISALS AGAINGENYFOLITICIANEMNDSERVANTS

Vnl dm vgn vdgd hm fnudagmlemjsdmowudqqg sind sagxd Sm& hla™ of

gnvdudg+ sgdgd g ud " kgd c¢cx addm rdudqg k hmrs’

mbdr

'mc e Il hkx I dladgr vgn ¢%As thentiosed pravioushhym g@®@ef g "Fngh res "gnh-+
edl "kd | " xng ne L hc " m Rg q hm V' qc j Ognuhmbd+ sn

X
b g "mc ad s®%to gdg ft qcr -

There have also been reports of reprisals against, including executions, of women police offic&ss.
mentioned previously, gormer police officerBanu Negar was killed in Firozkoh, Ghor Provineder
case is detailed below under regisals against governrant workers$!

54 See France24, Afghan girls return to school in Herat after Taliban takeover, 18 August 20&ttps://www.france24.com/en/livenews/20210818
afghangirls-return-to-schootin-herat-after-taliban-takeover

SMdvro7- 05 @tftrs 1/10- ®Ognsn ne @ef g’ npeBiggiDoaangd m Rgnvhmf To sn Bknrdc Rbg

https://www.news18.com/news/buzz/photof-afghan-children-showingup-to-closed-schoolshowsimpending-doom-4091588.html/. The Economic

Shldr- 06 @ ftrs 1/10- ®Rgnor + | qgj ds rhtps:ifebogomictknes.ingidtimes leam/nds/mterdatonavwmordld ~ at k| hc

news/shopsmarkets-schoolsremain-closed-in-kabul-amid-chaos/articleshow/85390636.cms

%Gtl "m Qhfgsr V> sbg+ ®H Vnm-s Ad ° Cnbsng+ “~mc Nmd C°x X07,-kk Ad Rhbj

https://www.hrw.org/report/2017/10/17Awont-be-doctor-and-one-day-youlkbe-sick/girlsaccesseducationafghanistan

SAAB- 0 Rdosdladg 4/30kha®@efgrjmhe shen sgdqgd v hkk htgs://wwwobkc: cinmdnevesfavgwortdn | d m
asia58407424.

®Engdhfm Onkhbx- 8 Rdosdl adg 1/ 102-ne®HIM k@eaf dnitpsBixrgsynpmhiex.caig2020/09K09/thlipan s n s g d
afghanistargovernmentfuture-tyranny/. France 24. 11 September 2021. "Sports ban, segregated education: Afghanistan women worried by first Taliban

I d° rt gtps:/www.france24.com/en/asigacific/20210911-sports-ban-segregatededucation-afghanistarwomen-worried-by-first-taliban-measures

Sgd V' rghmfsnm Onr s- 7 Rdosdladg 1/10- ®Sgd S kha"m hr aghmfhmf a’bj

https://www.washingtonpost.conworld/2021/09/08/afghanrvice-virtue-ministry/.

% Information obtained in writing from human rights defenders based in Afghanistan. Private communication. 8 September 20240 Ake, Philip

Nksdgl " mm- Sgd Ft gqch m- 1/ @t ftrs 1/10- ®Qdk shud ne Cdtsrbgd Vdkkd
https://wwwtheguardian.com/world/2021/aug/20/relativeleutsche-welle-journalistkilled-taliban-german-broadcasterafghansmedia. Hindustan Times.

1/ @ ftrs 1/10- ®Qdk shud ne CV intgm’ lktps/swwhhmdu@enfinges.aorh/woslehems/relativedé-dne  a x
journalistin-afghanistankilled-by-taliban-broadcaster101629441598419.html.

“9 Fhql
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S kha'm

CAAB- 20 @t ftrs 1/10- ®@ hc uhnkdms qdoqghr  hitps/iwalsbé.com/mews/wertthsia58395984. S kha m-r =

®AAB- 4 Rdosdl adqg 1/ 10 -bb®@edfcg ‘nneh rj sh’krkch nS " hitpsidewwbbaxeem/newsiwbrlthsia-58485826 lamipg — -

THE FATE OF THGUSANGING IN THEBEL
@E F G @M H RNST@ VHER]ANID® FORLTBIEN

Amnesty International 9


https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20210818-afghan-girls-return-to-school-in-herat-after-taliban-takeover
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20210818-afghan-girls-return-to-school-in-herat-after-taliban-takeover
https://www.news18.com/news/buzz/photo-of-afghan-children-showing-up-to-closed-school-shows-impending-doom-4091588.html/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/world-news/shops-markets-schools-remain-closed-in-kabul-amid-chaos/articleshow/85390636.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/world-news/shops-markets-schools-remain-closed-in-kabul-amid-chaos/articleshow/85390636.cms
https://www.hrw.org/report/2017/10/17/i-wont-be-doctor-and-one-day-youll-be-sick/girls-access-education-afghanistan
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-asia-58407424
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-asia-58407424
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/09/09/taliban-afghanistan-government-future-tyranny/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/09/09/taliban-afghanistan-government-future-tyranny/
https://www.france24.com/en/asia-pacific/20210911-sports-ban-segregated-education-afghanistan-women-worried-by-first-taliban-measures
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/09/08/afghan-vice-virtue-ministry/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/20/relative-deutsche-welle-journalist-killed-taliban-german-broadcaster-afghans-media
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/relative-of-dw-journalist-in-afghanistan-killed-by-taliban-broadcaster-101629441598419.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/relative-of-dw-journalist-in-afghanistan-killed-by-taliban-broadcaster-101629441598419.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58395954
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58455826.amp

Others have reported the intimidation they face, and that the Tizn are asking for their home
addresses. A former Afghan policewoamn reported to the BBC that other former policewomen had
received phone calls from the Taliban, asknthem to come to work and demanding their home
addresses®?

Female judge$® and prosecutorshave also come under threat, not just from the Taliban, but also
from men who had been convicted and imprisoned on charges of murder or domestic violence and
freed from prison by the Taliban since 15 AugustThere have been reports of both eprisoners and
Taliban fighters ransacking the homes of female judgés.

45 QDOQDRRHNWMPROEESYVN L D M-

As a result, many Afghan women have donned the Burka, refrained from leavihg house without a

male guardian, and stopped other activities n ~unhc uhnkdmbd “~mc gdoqghr ™ kr
Gnvdudg+ cdrohsd sgd | xgh e gdddssgsr+ mmvi damg d rbdgmsdc s
g ud addm gnkchmfgognsgld s lkha td gdidrgesdsbs menlhdrmmkdl d
hmbktrhud fnudgml dms scgh uSdAggoddisektoldbseurce, thg argarised ms q x
demonstration started in several cities of the country after Taliban intensified attacks in Paitj¢h

Ognsdrsr g ud addm gdkc hm Gdgq s+ J atk+ A c jgrag’
@ef g fhr s ™ m-

Vghkd rnl d ognsdbrnsms hvndtgdd o dk’ kbndvedtck ksxn+ rnl d vdgd uhnk
trhmf engbd sg s v ' r mns mdbdr r Paptestsnere violgniyo ngs hnm’ s
dispersed using unlawful and disproportionate force against peaceful protestors by the Fatiin

several cities including the capital Kabul where they beat protestors with batéfsised tear gas®®

threatened them with guns and aerial firings.

Nm 3 Rdosdladg+ “~oogqnwhl sdkx 0// wvnldm g c¢c gdkc
vnl coim s g@ nmdyg mkthmseng sgd S kha mhsgsgdtodbdsagnl dk

ognsdrs v r chrodgrdc ax S kha m rodbh >k ehgbdr + v
When the protest wawiolently dispersed by the Taliban at least one protester sutidra head injury,

2AAB- 20 @t ftrs 1/10- ®@ hc uhnkdms qdo qds hiips/fmwwbdbcicom/news/werlehsiah8395958. S™ kha ™ m-r =
% There are about 270 female judges in Afghanistan. Female judges have faced threats from the Taliban and other armed groaps before 15

August; in January 2021, two female judges at the Supreme Courtwerggns cd > &Sbcth Ft agkh mi 10 n®  endtl "gkxd 2i t cfdr rgn
cd c hm J atk °r v h&tps/mvew.thehukrkidn mdmiworkl/a0aisjan/mttwéemale-judgesshot-dead-in-kabul-as-wave of-killings-

continues
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/afghawomen-judgesrescue/2021/08/28/ccd94798-075¢c-11ec-a654-900a78538242_story.html

% Tweet. Ahmad Mukhtar @AhMukhtar. 7 September 202https:/twitter.com/AhMukhtar/status/1435186104790134787 Tweet. Fazila Baloch.

@IFazilaBaloch. 5 September 202https://twitter.com/search?g=Fazila%20Baloch&src=typed_query

% Confidential communication. September 2021. World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT).

7 Al Jazeera English, Herat women protest against Taliban over right to work, 2 September 202ps://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/2/womeim-
herat-protestoutside-governor&rror! Hyperlink reference notvalidEq * mbd 13- 4 Rdosdl adqg 1/ 10t-o ®&Snlkchm-"rm dqmds d rt anethn
J ° a thkps:Hwww.france24.com/en/asigacific/20210905-taliban-fire-into-air-use-tear-gasto-break-up-afghanwomen-s-protestin-kabul. Times of

Hmch - 8 Rdosdladg 1/10- ®S " kha  m ot $itp&/bimesodirftis.ihdeamrekcors/morldfsdutiasiathlibasputoe gnsdr s hm @
conditions-to-restrict-protestin-afghanistan/articleshow/86053405.cms

% Tweet. Bilal Sarwary. @bsarwary. 7 September 2021. 3:38 PMtps://twitter.com/bsarwary/status/1435183233042354182Tweet. Obaidullah
Baheer. @ObaidullaBaheer. 3:47 PMhttps:/twitter.com/ObaidullaBaheer/status/1435185479750651905Tweet. Qasim. @QTawhedi. 7 September
2021. 5:18 PM. https://twitter.com/QTawhedi/status/1435208294050709506

% Tweet. AndrewQuilty. @andrewquilty. 7 September 2021. 1:12 PMhttps://twitter.com/andrewquilty/status/1435146521771749382

"Eq mbd13- 4 Rdosdladg 1/10- ®S  kha ™ m t r hdtpsf/wwwdrdncesl.cosnfen/asiapecifig/2021@05 nl d m-r ognsd
taliban-fire-into-air-use-tear-gasto-break-up-afghanwomen-s-protestin-kabul.
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with a video showing an injury on her forehead above her right eyeOthers were beaten by the
Taliban.?

Videos verified by Amnesty International corroborate medigports that the Taliban have used tear

gas and electric tasers and hit women on the head with the magazines of guns in KaliuProtestors

and journalists have been injured as a result. Amnesty International verified videos from 7 September,

showing Taliba firing shots to disperse protestors in Kabdf. @ md r s x Hnmis dBggnin'rshhrn nb ukh ¢ d |
K a udghehdc svn uhcdnr eqnl 3 Rdosdl adg+ eqnl m> s
"mc rgnvhmf ° fgnto ne oq®Od7*Segiember, followird) mprdidstin™ g k x b n
Kabul, female protestors were allegedly illegally detained in a basement carpark in order to prevent

them from joining a protest’®

Avhcdn+ gdongsdckx eqnl " oqnsdrs gdkc gsmddr Rdobk mhf a
vghor “f > hmrs vnldm oqnsdrsdqr “rjhmf efTthessgd qhfg
incidents and others are discussed in more detail below under threats faced by civil society.

4.6 LGBTI PEOPLE INNAFSFAN AFRAIDHEDRIVES

LGBTI people and groups are at high risk of being harmed in Afghanistan under the Taliban rule.
Many are now in hiding according to media reportS.In 2018, the Afghanistan government adopted a
new penal code that explicitly criminalized consensuabme sex relations? Under the domestic law,
engaging in same sex relations could attract long jail terms, but Amnesty International, FIDH and
OMCT are concerned thatinder the strict interpretation of Sharia law by the Talibaanyone accused
of same sex elations could face the death sentence or extra judicial executions. In September, one
person had reported to the media that his boyfriend was beheaded the Taliban after they came into
Kabul.80 Reports have emerged of the fear under which LGBTI peoplesarow living in Afghanistan,
with many afraid to reveal their sexual orientation to anygrfearing being found by the Talibar!

Rhf mhehb mskx+ vghkd sgd S kha" m g r | cd udga  k n
they have made no mentio of protecting the rights of LGBTI people.

In Afghanistan, same sexonduct is a taboo subject. Those who are suspected of sodomy or sex
outside of heterosexual marriage, could attract social condemnation, prison sentences, or even the
death penalty.Insgd 088/ -r + s gd Ssuck peaplerhy stpning thenoor atidwmgyad c

" Tweet. Zaki Daryabi. @ZDaryabi. 4 September 2021. 12:44 Phttps://twitter.com/ZDaryabi/status/1434052243909644288NDTV. 4 September
1/10- ®@efg m Vnl m @bshuhrs Ad’ sdm Ttps:/Awxw.nStv.dorh/aorldnew@dfgpdnwofnandctiastticasiegg n s dr s 9 Qdo
by-taliban-during-kabul-protest2529829.

2 Information obtained in writing from human rights defenders based in Afghanistan. Private communication. 8 September 20240 ATweet. ZialKhan
Yaad. @ziaryaad. 4 September 2021. 1:00 PNittps://twitter.com/ziaryaad/status/1434056376553197568BBC. 5 Septenber 2021. ®\fghanistan:
Taliban break up women's rights protesn Kabul™ -https://www.bbc.com/news/worleasia58450230

“Eq  mbd 13- 4 Rdosdladg 1/10- ®S kha'm ehgd hmsn “hqg+ trd sd g f r sn aqd’]j
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBep8nD7NCQ@weet. Farhan Amiri Officiap 2p3F vk C @ FarhanAmiree. 4 September 2021. 6:06 PM.
https://twitter.com/FarhanAmiree/status/1434133338122596357

7 Tweet. Zahra Rahimi. @ZahraSRahimi. 7 September 2021. 1:07 PMtps://twitter.com/ZahraSRahimi/status/143545228873342980.

> Tweet. Zaki Daryabi. @ZDaryabi. 4 September 2021. 12:44 PMtitps://twitter.com/ZDaryabi/status/1434052243909644288Tweet. Farhan Amiri
Officialp 2p3F vk C @ FarfanAmiree. 4 September 2021. 6:06 PMhttps:/twitter.com/FarhanAmiree/status/1434133338122596357France 24. 5
Rdosdl adg 1/10- ®S kha" m ehgd hmsn °~ hqg+ t r dttps/dwngyoutubercomgwatch@vwraBepBnDINGCQ @e f g™ m v nl

s Tweet. Zahara Rahimi@ZaharaSRahii. 7 September 2021.https://twitter.com/ZahraSRahimi/status/1435156607273521152
" Twitter. Rukhshana Media. 8 September 2021https://twitter.com/RukhshanaMedia/status/1435615521731383298

8 Rachel SavageThomson Reuters Foundation. 19 August 202https://www.reuters.com/article/usafghanistanlgbt-hiding-idUSKBN2FK1UR Also see
Sqg bdx Rgdksnm- @AB- 1 Rdosdladg 1/10- ®KFAS @efg mr “gd nm sgd gtm+ "~ eq hc
https://www.abc.net.au/news/202409-02/afghansIgbt-community-face-stoning-under-taliban-law/100412330.

 Article 427. Penal Code of Afghahr s " m- 1/ 07- @krn rdd Gtl "m Qhf gsr V htpdlgww.hiw.olghideoe Vngkc Qdong:
photos/interactive/2020/06/22/humanrrights-watch-country-profiles-sexuatorientationand#afghanistan

8Sg ' bdx Rgdksnm- @AB- @efRgowmd!| add dAml9gd ®KFAMS ~eq hc sgdx bntkc ad rsnmdc s
https://www.abc.net.au/news/202409-02/afghansIgbt-community-face-stoning-under-taliban-law/100412330.
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stone wall to fall on then?? The death penalty has not been implemented on those accused of same
sex relations since 20083

5. AFGHAN HUMAN RIGFHISDERS AT GIREIK ER
THANVER

Systematic death threats, attacksand killings of human rights defenders have been rampant across
Afghanistan even prior to the withdrawal of UBoops. This includes those workingn civil society
organizationsor NGOs that is, anyone who individually or with others act to promote or protect
human rights in a peaceful mannef* Since thecapture of Kabul by the Taliban on 15 August 2021
the lives of thousands of women and men who had risked their safety to promote arefehd human
rights, gender equality, rule of law, and democratic freedomsin their country are now, more than
ever, hanging by a thread.

While it is now almost impossible to carry out any human rights work, attacks on human rights
defenders have reportediypeen on the rise without any sign of abating. Since 15 August, the Taliban
and armed groups have engaged in largscale doorto-door searches, forcing human rights
defenders into hiding, and moving clandestinely from one place to anoti&rMeanwhile, escéating
violence in the provinces has forced a large number of defenders to leave their home and internally
relocate to KabuB® Human rights defenders were also beaten up by the Talib&h.Yet very few are
willing to publicly denounce the attacks for fear dtirther reprisals. This demonstrates the climate of
fear under which Afghan defenders are now forced to live and are trying to escape.

On 7 September, a staff member of a Kabidlased NGO was arrested by the Taliban, whipped, and
severely beaterf® On 11 September, the Taliban forces allegedly broke into the house of Fahima
Rahmati, a local female activist in Kandahar Province, dragged her family members out, beat them,
and took them to an unknown locatiof® From September 2020 until May 2021, a tatl of 17 human
rights defenders were killed, including nine journalists, as per information compiled by the Afghan
Human Rights Defenders Committee (AHRDC).During this period, over 200 human rights

defenders and media representatives reported that theyeve receiving serious threats to the AHRDC
and the Afghanistan Journalists Safety Committee.réport published by the United Nations

Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) in February 2021, noted that 65 media practitioners and
human rights defenders ave been killed since 2018 In most of these cases, no perpetrators were
gdkc sn " bbntms- Sgdrd “ss bjr “hldc “~s rhkdmbhmf
rights, as well as those seeking justice and accountability for human rights vitamas. As a result,
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taliban-crushed-under-wall.html.
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8 Confidental communication sent by email. 13 September 2021. World OrganisatidwmainstTorture (OMCT).
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many defenders had tarelocate within Afghanistan and, in some cases, even temporarily leave the
country with their families for safety concerns.

Kobra, a woman human rights defender who spoke with Amnesty International, said that sked in
an area in Kabul where there were many Taliban sympathizers. She said that in the weeks before the
bhsx edkk+ rgnojddodgr ~mc dudm onkwadbadswerisge hbdqgqr " r

® am a teacher - they laughedand said no, | saw wu in TV channels. | was wondering why | was

"rjdc sgd r 1l d ptdrshnm &»8hedlddd¢he cbunttyros 19August Aftdr ne s gd
she left her home, the Taliban came looking for her and asking her neighbours about her

whereabouts.

Kobra shaed that she was a vocal human rights defender in Afghanistan, often travelling to the
ognuhmbdr "mc ~ood ghmf nm sdkduhrhnm+ rod j hmf en
face when passing Taliban checkpoints to the airport to escape attemti®espite having left the

country, Kobra said she still fears for her family left behind, since the Taliban were enquiring about

gdg hm gdgq mdhfgantggnnc- Rgd r hc+ ®vnldm-r qghfgs
working with foreignersji nt gm™ khrsr+ " mc @efg m fnudgn®f dms ~ gl x
These fears are corroborated by the number of incidents that are documented in this report.

Jnag®™ r hc9 ®@ " m @efg m vnl m+ H vnqjdfferenhm cheeh
provinces of Afghanistan, to create awareness and educate them about their rights according to

Islamic perspective, and create awareness for them to stand on their own and educate their children

to live in peace and rebuild Afghanistan. Todayoff what sin did we have to leave our homeland, our

loved ones, and our life and for which sin we suffered such hardship at the gates to enter the Kabul
"hqodqgs -

Mahmud, a male human rights defender, also described to Amnesty International, how e\mafore

the Taliban had taken over the country, he and his colleagues had faced death threats and had to

relocate temporarily?® He recounted that a female colleague who was a project manager had in the

past received calls from the Taliban informing her thaheir human rights work was not aligned with

Islamic values. The day the Taliban entered Kabul, he had received a call asking him to hand over his

ngf  mhy shnmr - udg h bkhd says thd Patibhndfigghtemnée-spokeria him, knemd x

hisname,” mc r hc gd g ¢ mn bgnhbd ats sn bnnodq sd vhs
another person contacted me from [name of province withheld] and asked for my home address and

b ld sn sgd "qd° bknrd sn ntgqgq gWHtrd- 2zZGd\ b  kkdc |

After Mahmud managed to leave the country, the Taliban beat one of his staff members badly. Images

shared with Amnesty International shows injuries suffered as a result of the beatihgmnesty

International and anindependent forensic pathologist angbked images of these injuries. The images

show classical assaultive ‘whip marks' to the back. An additional image shows yellowing bruising to

the back of the victim's left arm, likely reflecting deep bruising of the underlying tissues from injury

whichoct gqgdc rdudqgq k ¢ xr oqhng sn sgd b ostgd ne sgd
found another colleague who was beaten by them. Other than that, all my staff members are under

ground. I hope with the assistance of the international organizationse will be able to take my team

Il dladgr "mc I x e Il hk% Znts ne @efg mhrs ™ m\ -

Nazir, another human rights defender who spoke with Amnesty International, said that he faced the
risk of reprisals from the Taliban because of his work in human rights, his preus work as a

92 Kobra. Interview response received via email. 10 September 2021. Amnesty International.

% Kobra. Interview response received via email. 10 September 2021. Amnesty International.

9 Kobra. Interview response received via email. 10 September 2024mnesty International.

9% Mahmud. Interview response received via email. 10 September 2021. Amnesty International.

% Mahmud. Interview response received via email. 10 September 2021. Amnesty International.

9 Images received from Mahmud. Interview respoessent via email. 10 September 2021. Amnesty International.
% Mahmud. Interview response sent via email. 10 September 2021. Amnesty International.
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journalist, and because of his ethnic and religious identity as a SHitazara.99 He said he was under

scrutiny by the Taliban on socialmedis®H v " r odqgrnm  kkx atkkhdc ~ mc sqgn
sympathizers on social media until | had toaisort to selfcensoring and deleted some of my twitter

onrsr- @krn+ rdudg 'k eghdmcr vgn vdgd intg® khrsr
He said that if he had not left Afghanistan, he would have undoubtedly faced their retribution. He

"ccdc sg s+ ®i nt g mTakbanrinkelleatuals, vistersiatiistssfemale jouznalistens h

former police, army, and intelligence officers, as well as female athletes, judges, advocates and

rhmfdgr "~ gd " kkK! s hlldch> sd ghrj -

Nazir also desribed how a friend, Parwiz, who was a male Afghan intellectual and academic, was
"gqdrsdc "mc ad sdm ax sgd S kha m vgdm o gshbho s
vnldm-r ognsdrsr nm Rdosdl adq 7 P& Hedhacshisarm v hsggdkc
broken by the group fighters [Taliban]. He was taken inside the Police district [district number

withheld]. When Taliban released him, they made him wear new clothes because his clothes had

become wet from his blood. It happened as padf the groups suppression policy to silence any
noonrhshnm unhbd " mc % gnrd vgn ptdrshnm sgdl -

Nazir had faced threats from the Taliban for his work, even before 15 August. He had already

changed his work routines and was living partially underground bease of threats by the Taliban.

M yhqgq-r bnkkd ftdr g ¢ gdbdhudc | drr > fdr “rjhmf sg
our local coordinators in one district [name withheld] had to cancel an event because of Taliban

threatening himthatthex —-v hkk j hkk ghl "mc ghr rhrsdg- he sgdx
b mbdkkdc sgd dudms k sd dudmhmf @dlainagdedthkayd c  x hs
many of his friends who were women human rights defenders had left the atty, but many also

remained in Kabul, some of whom were participating in the protests. He said others had gone under

ground, fearing for their lives.

Hundreds of defenders who tried to access Kabul airport during the evacuation period faced huge

obstacles, like a woman human rights defender who was on an evacuation list from a European

country but was not allowed to enter the airport because of lack of coordination between the forces on

the ground. Instead, she got injured while waiting at the entry gatend ended up at the hospital®

@mnsgdq gtl " m ghfgsr cdedmcdq dbgndc sgd chrsqgdrr9
up several times on the way. My son disappeared in the crowd (he was found later with an injured leg)

and my wife had a heat attack. It was the worst day of my life:® Further, many human rights

defenders who managed to leave the country are now stranded in military camps or in neighbouring

countries, without knowing their final destination or how they will be able to rebuilir lives that

have been shattered overnight.

The right to freedom of association and peaceful assembly has also been seriously curtailed. Several

MFN neehbdr vdgqd gq hcdc " mc rd gbgdc ax sgd S kha®
assessment ax sg# MFENhag m-d “krn rsnoodc sgdhqg vnldm-r
of the offices remaining closed due to fear of reprisal¥” This puts human rights defenders in a dire

financial situation, with many not having received a salary since July, with little prospect of receiving

% Nazir. Interview response sent via email. 9 September 2021. Amnesty International.

10 Nazir. Interview respmse sent via email. 9 September 2021. Amnesty International.

1 Nazir. Interview response sent via email. 9 September 2021. Amnesty International.

192 Nazir. Interview response sent via email. 9 September 2021. Amnesty International.

193 Nazir. Interviewresponse sent via email. 9 September 2021. Amnesty International.

104 Confidential communication. 25 August 2021. World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT).

195 Confidential communication. 23 August 2021. World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT).

%6 Confidential communication. Phone interview, 6 September 2021. World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT).
17 Confidential communication. Phone interview, 6 September 2021. World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT).
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one, or of resuming their human rights work, soon. Many human rights defenders report that they are
fast running out of money and food 108

On 25 August, a number of national NGO premises were searched by the Taliban in Kabul city. The
Taliban asked questions regarding the vehicles, assets, and nasmaf Directors and senior staff
members of the NGOs%

On 12 September, about 30 Taliban members came to an NGO office [location withheld], asking

about the organization, its director, and its activities, and wrongly accusing it of organizing the recent

cdl nmrsq shnmr nm vnl dm-r qh fAgtkey couldmot firgl anly stdifmf ~ v n |l
member present, they arrested the guard before releasing him shortly aftét.

On 7 September 2021, Taliban shot Omid Sharifi, a civil society activist, and Bashir Ahmad Bayat, a
schoolteacher at Herat Revolution High Schqals they were protesting against the Taliban in Herat
province'! Both died as a result of their injuries!?

~

Nm 7 Rdosdladg 1/10+ ° vnldm ghfgsr- oqnsdrsdq Vv r
nsgdg ognsdrsdqgr vdgd B @nsSepember,ZD21gthedMmistly of Inkerepd d c n |l ~— -
ne S kha  m hrrtdc " m ngcdq a mmhmf k k umtidal nmr sq > s h

policy of demonstration is codified 44

~

6. FREEDOM OF EXPRHISIEENT, ANINAQIIRS

®Hs hr s g dofexpressign imAgghaeisiach.d\Me h
build and worked over the past 20 years. We built a careel
) k hed - @k k ne = rtccdm+ d

In the weeks before the Taliban entered Kabul city, there were already incidents of attacks on
journalists® Days after taking over the city, Taliban leaders attempted to portray their support for a
free press and the right of women to work, by having a Taliban leader interviewed on live TV by a
female anchor!'’ Given the previous record of the Taldn when television and cinema were
banned!*® and women were not permitted to leave their homes withoutneaharam (male guardian),
the early press conferences appeared to present a Taliban that was keen to assure the west and the

%8 Confidential communication. Phone intaiew, 6 September 2021. World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT).
199 Confidential communication sent via email, 13 September 2021. World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT).
110 Confidential communication. Phone interview, 12 September 2021. World OrganisatiAgainst Torture (OMCT).

11 Tweet. Tajuden Soroush @TajudenSoroush8 September 2021. 2.13 AM.https://twitter.com/TajudenSoroush/status/1435343099262345226
Facebook.8am News 8 September 2021. 2:09 PM.https://www.facebook.com/201295459914347/posts/4416835368360314/?d=n

112 Facebook.8am News. 8 September 2021. 2:09 PM.https://www.facebook.com/201295459914347/posts/4416835368360314/?d=n

113 Facebook. BBC News. 8 September 2021. 1:52 PMttps://www.facebook.com/bbcpersian/videos/422043235955325/?extid=NINK-UNK-UNK-
10S_GKOTGK1C

114 Facebook. 8AM News. 9 September 2021. 12:45 Phhttps://www.facebook.com/201295459914347/posts/4419840398059811/?d=rGandhara. 8
Rdosdl adg 1/10- ®@efg m Ognsdrs A m Rsnj dr E ditpgiganthera.$eil. trdisdafgmiprBtestbdng ml d ms Pt h b
taliban-/31450759.html

15 Interview with Ayesha. Phone conversation. 8 September 2021. Amnesty International.

16 On 8 August, even before the Taliban reached Kabulp®fan Omar, a journalist at Paktia Ghah Radio was killed by unknown assailants while he was
traveling from Parwan province to KabuReuters has reported that he was killed by suspected Taliban fighters and that another journalist was also

abducted in theincident. TMDRBN- 01 @t ftr-BEdhdd0k &@Cmgdmbdg j hkkhmf ne g chn I "m fdg Snne’ |
https://en.unesco.org/nevs/directorgeneratdenounceskilling-radio-managertoofanomar-afghanistan  Qdt sdqr - ®S  kha " m j hkk @efg ™ m
manager, kidnap journalisttn e e h b h ™ k r ~ - ht®s://@bwf.réuters.com/ivdl@asipacific/taliban-kill-afghan-radio-stationrmanagerkidnap-

journalistofficials2021-08-09/- Qdt sdqr - ®S  kha ' m jhkk @efg mn@ekthm krs  sh&m@t ftmrd dhg/+10-hcm’ o
https://www.reuters.com/world/asigpacific/taliban-kill-afghan-radio-stationrmanagerkidnap-journalistofficials-2021-08-09/.

"l hl V' sdgrnm- Sgd Ft gqch m- 06 @t ftrs 1/10- ®Ed|I kd ogqgdrdmsdg hmsdquhdvr S
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/17/femalpresenterinterviewstaliban-spokesmanon-afghanistantelevision

18 Sayed Salahuddi. Reuters.@Taliban ban TV in Afghan province https://www.reuters.com/article/usafghantv-idUSISL32262220080513 DW. 17
Augur s 1 /TheOTaliba® will ban all art': AnAfghan female filmmaker's plea -https://www.dw.com/en/thetaliban-will-ban-all-art-an-afghan-female-
filmmakers-plea/a-58877655.
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Afghans that they would resect freedom of expression. However, subsequent incidents where
journalists have been beaten, obstructed from carrying out their duties, and their homes searched,
show a very different ground reality.

Two women journalists that Amnesty International spoke, shared the threats and intimidation they
faced in Kabul after the Taliban took over. Ayesha, a woman journalist, had to leave Kabul when she
was informed by the organization she worked for, that her life was at ridklIn the first few days,
women jounalists had been asked by their employers not to come in to work, due to fear of a
crackdown by the Taliban. However, thereafter, Ayesha and her female colleagues had returned to
their offices and conducted interviews with some Taliban fighters.

Ayesha dcescribed that when she was interviewing a Taliban fighter at a government Ministry building,

he had refused to look at her, although she was wearifgjab™ mc °~ gd ¢ rb ge- ®H g  c
Hijab and head scarf according to Islam, but still he was nobdking at me. Instead, he had looked at
sgd b Il dgl "m + rgd r hec- @xdrg -r nqf mhy shnm g

they wanted to continue working, they would have to dress according to Taliban requirements. She
described furtherhow people continued to contact her and tell her how the Taliban were searching
homes, confiscating vehicles and property, and beating people; but they were afraid to come on
record because the Taliban had threatened to kill therdt® She described how journbsts who had

been arrested and detained by the Taliban while covering protests, were beaten brutally, so much so
that they were unable to walk?!

After Ayesha left Afghanistan, the Taliban visited her family and threatened and harassed a relative,
when they could not find her??

Aadila, another woman journalist and human rights defender, described the first two weeks of Taliban
rule as a time of fear and uncertainty. She had decided to stay in Afghanistan and continue her work,
until one night when the Téiban came to her home and hammered on the door asking for her. Aadila
said they did not open the door out of fear, following whichipon the insistence of relatives, she left

the country on 29 August:®®

According to the Committee to Protect Journalist€PJ), two female journalists at Radio Television
Afghanistan were taken off air by the Taliban anthnned from entering their offices, shortly after the
fall of Kabul!?* CPJ advised the journalists to stay at home for a few days, until the group informed
them on when they could returnt?®

Abdul, a male journalist, said that every editor, journalist, and media worker in Aghanistan had

received instructions from the Taliban that they could work only under Sharia law, and Islamic rules

and regulations?® ® H vegnot reported to my job since the fall of the republic. Taliban came to my

gntrd rdudg  k shldr+ ats H ghc | xrdke- Eq® sgd sh
@actk rg gdc sg s gd g ¢ addm saveraygals; Histthéyasemn- r ®s d
target journalists and otherst?® Abdul, who managed to leave Afghanistan, said that many journalists

119 Interview wth Ayesha. Phone conversation. 8 September 2021. Amnesty International.
120 Interview with Ayesha. Phone conversation. 8 September 2021. Amnesty International.
21 Interview with Ayesha. Phone conversation. 8 September 2021. Amnesty International.
22 |Interviewwith Ayesha. Phone conversation. 8 September 2021. Amnesty International.
23 |Interview with Aadila. Phone conversation. 9 September 2021. Amnesty International.

24 Tolo News, Afghan Female Journalists Ask Taliban for Right to Work, 19 August 202ps://tolonews.com/afghanistan/attacknediajournalists
174315.

Bnl |l hssdd sn Ognsdbs Intgm khrsr- 08 @t f 4airisAfghdnistén;ld '®sS " ksh ak dn' rss jd ilnteqrh™ Kkhdr
https://cpj.org/2021/08/talibantake-2-female state-tv-anchors-off-air-in-afghanistanbeat-at-least-2-journalists/

126 Abdul. Interview responses sent via email. 8 September 2021. Amnesty International.
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28 Abdul. Interview responses sent via email. 8 September 2021mhesty International.
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have faced reprisals since the Taliban took over the capit® Rh mbd sgd e  kk ne sgd q
countless number of journalists have been threatened and harassed, and in some cases beaten,
hmbktchmf entqgq b rdr hm A" K¥IgKabumBalki®ahd Heratt Abdul hm J~ at
said that the Taliban had warad journalists before arresting or beating them, corroborating other

reports to this effect. After Abdul left Kabul, the Taliban had come to his home looking for him twice,

but when they realized he was not there, they did not return.

Journalists were atested, beaten, and then released by the Taliban, particularly when covering
protests. In videos shared on social media, a witness described the manner in which protestors and
journalists were arrested by the Talibat$! Other journalists were shoved to thground, beaten with

the butts of rifles, and kicked while covering a demonstratidf?

Ziar Khan Yaad, a journalist working for TOLOnews, was beaten by the Taliban on 26 August, while
covering a news story3 On 5 September, 14 journalists covering the proteswere arrested, beaten,
and injured according to human rights defenders in countri?* One had remained in custody while
others werereleased.

On 7 September, a cameraman of TOLO news was also arrested and detained for several hours by the
Taliban in Kabu.?®® His camera and the footage of protests that he had been covering were eventually
returned to him13 At a protest in Herat on 7 September, videos show protestors running as reports
emerge that two people were killed, and eight others injured when the ibaln opened fire on

protestors!®’

On 8 September, five journalists working for Etilaatroz in Kabul were arrested by the Taliban while
covering protests in the city*® They were beaten to the extent that when released four hours later, at
least two of them were hospitalized for treatment, with visible blood and bruising on their fat8ne
of the journalists remained in custody as of 8 Septembé&t? Videos show one of th journalists
appearing to walk with great difficulty, after being released by the Talib&h.Images of the torsos of
the journalists Nemat Naqdi and Tagi Daryabi appear to show bruising on their upper body, legs and
thighs, stomach, and back, with whigike marks, indicating that they may have been beaten while in
detention*? The following image shows the injuries, and may be distressing to some people.

129 Abdul. Interview responses sent via email. 8 September 2021. Amnesty International.
130 Abdul. Interview responses sent via email. 8 September 2021. Amnesty International.
31 Tweet. Zahra Rahimi. @ZahraSRahimi. 8 September 2021. 5:20/Phttps://twitter.com/ZahraSRahimi/status/1435571259769819141
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KABUL, AFGHANISETEMBER 8, 2021: Journal
from the Etilaatroz newspaper, Nemat Maqde@®8,
journalist, left and Taqi Daryabi, 22, video editor u
show their wounds sustained after Taliban fighters
and beat them whileuistody after they were arrester
gdongshmf nm ~ vnldm-r
Wedesday, Sept. 8, 2021.

Photo: @¢MARCUS YAM / LOS ANGELEStMMES)
Images.

On 9 September, the Taliban asked telecom operators to shut down internet connectivity in several
districts in Kabul, including areas like Dashe¢-Barchi where protests hd taken place in the previous
days!*® This comes in the wake of similar shutdowns in other provinces that Amnesty International
had previously reported ori#

Videos also emerged on social media of intimidation of the press by Taliban fighters. During aTive
interview with Taliban officials, a TV anchor was surrounded by armed Talildaghters indicating the
intimidating circumstances under which journalists continue to work in Afghanistaff.

Several media reports and interviews by Amnesty Internatiomainfirm that the Taliban are

conducting houseto-house searches for journalists, particularly those working for western media
outlets. Both Aadila and Ayesha who spoke to Amnesty International, described how the Taliban had
come looking for them in their lomes. Taliban members broke into the home and searched for a
journalist working for the German media outlet Deutsche Welle (DW) on 20 August; but the journalist
had already been evacuated to Germarf§® They then killed a member of his family and injured
another 4’

Freedom of expression has remained fragile in Afghanistan for decades. According to a survey
bnmctbsdc ax Qdongsdgr R mr Eqnmshdqgr+ kdrr sg m O
working14® Amnesty International has raised concerns for years on the attacks against journalists,

which has impacted media freedom and freedom of expression in the count). S k ha ™ m-r bnmct t
since 15 August makes itlear that a fresh assault on journalists anaddedom of expression has just

143 Tweet. BILAL SARWARY. @bsarwary. 9 September 20828 AM. https://twitter.combsarwary/status/1435799866156982286 Tweet. Hizbullah

Khan. @HizbkKhan. 9 September 2021. 5:47 AMhttps://twitter.com/HizbkKhan/status/1435759344067489800India Today. 9 September 221.

®S  kha"m bts hmsdgmds rdquhbdr hmtpseivmgvsndiatanay.in@vorled/stoky/taébaikidrmensdrvmnéskabul-massives d  ogqnsdr sr
protests1850849-2021-09-09.

144 Amnesty International. 19 August 2021https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/08/afghanistaaliban-responsiblefor-bruta-massacreof-
hazaramen-new-investigation/

145 Tweet. Ziar Khan Yaad. @ziaryaad. 30 August 2021. 11:22 ANttps://twitter.com/ziaryaad/status/1432054905930387459

146 Information obtained in writing from human rights defenders based in Afghanistan. Private communication. 8 September 20240 Ake, Philip

Odqgl " mm- Sgd Ft gch m- 1/ @t ftrs 1/10- ®Qdk shud ne Cdtsrbgd Vdkkd intgm kh
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/20/relativeleutsche-welle- journalistkilled-taliban-german-broadcasterafghansmedia. Hindustan Times.

1/ @ ftrs 1/10- ®Qdk shud ne CV intgm  lktps/swwhhmdu@enfinges.corh/wosldhems/relatidedé-dnve ax S™ kha ™ m
journalistin-afghanistankilled-by-taliban-broadcaster101629441598419.html.

147 Information obtained in writing from human rights defenders based in Afghanistan. Private communication. 8 September 20240 Ake, Philip

Nksdgl " mm- Sgd Ft gch m- 1/ @t ftrs 1/ 10- ®Qdk shud ne Cdtsrbgd Vdkkd intgm’
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/20/relativdeutsche-welle-journalistkilled-taliban-german-broadcasterafghansmedia. Hindustan Times.

1/ @ ftrs 1/10- ®Qdk shud ne CV intgm  lktps/swwhmmdu@enfinges.corh/woslhems/relativedé-dnve ax S™ kha ™ m
journalistin-afghanistankilled-by-taliban-broadcaster101629441598419.html.

“WQRE- 20 @t ftrs 1/10- ®Edvdq sg  m 0/ / nhtpsdrsfarg/dnmews/f@wel00-kahus-dodrwimert g m> khr sr r shk
journalistsstil-working

149 Amnesty International2 L x 1/ 10- ®@ef g mhrs m9 @ sgnghshdrhd tkksh nofg nushdnbksd mbndt g-m* k hr sr
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/presselease/2021/05/afghanistarauthorities-must-protectjournalistsand-journalism-amid-spiralling-violence/
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https://twitter.com/bsarwary/status/1435799866156982286
https://twitter.com/HizbkKhan/status/1435759344067489800
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/taliban-internet-services-kabul-massive-protests-1850849-2021-09-09
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/taliban-internet-services-kabul-massive-protests-1850849-2021-09-09
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/08/afghanistan-taliban-responsible-for-brutal-massacre-of-hazara-men-new-investigation/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/08/afghanistan-taliban-responsible-for-brutal-massacre-of-hazara-men-new-investigation/
https://twitter.com/ziaryaad/status/1432054905930387459
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/20/relative-deutsche-welle-journalist-killed-taliban-german-broadcaster-afghans-media
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/relative-of-dw-journalist-in-afghanistan-killed-by-taliban-broadcaster-101629441598419.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/relative-of-dw-journalist-in-afghanistan-killed-by-taliban-broadcaster-101629441598419.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/20/relative-deutsche-welle-journalist-killed-taliban-german-broadcaster-afghans-media
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/relative-of-dw-journalist-in-afghanistan-killed-by-taliban-broadcaster-101629441598419.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/relative-of-dw-journalist-in-afghanistan-killed-by-taliban-broadcaster-101629441598419.html
https://rsf.org/en/news/fewer-100-kabuls-700-women-journalists-still-working
https://rsf.org/en/news/fewer-100-kabuls-700-women-journalists-still-working
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/05/afghanistan-authorities-must-protect-journalists-and-journalism-amid-spiralling-violence/

started. Freedom of expression is protected by Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights which Afghanistan is party t8° It is also protected by Article 34 of the Constitution of
Afghanistan.

6.1 REPMBIALS AGAINST FGFOWERNMENT WORRKERSIAIANS

A popular comedian Nazar Mohammed, who had formerly worked for the police force, was abducted
from his home and killed by the Taliban on or about 28 July 202%* A video has emerged of
Mohammed, seated béween two Taliban fighters in the back of car, where he is slapped by the
fighters and appears dazed®?

Folk singer Fawad Andarabi was killeoh the last week ofAugust by the Taliban, who dragged him out
of his home in Kishnabad village of Andarab and sihhim in the head?%3

In an attack on 4 September, the Taliban were accused of killiidanu Negar, a former woman police
officer, in front of her children. She was eight months pregnant at the time. She had worked for the
police force in Ghor for 15 yearsThe incident took place in the night, at 10 PM local time, in her
home 154

Civilians have also borne the brunt of Taliban violence. 10 people died on 29 August 2021, after a
US drone strike hit the car of a civiliaA® Seven out of the 10 people killedvere children*® The

United States initially claimed that thear was laden withexplosives which they claimed belonged to
the Islamic State- Khoresan Province (ISKPY’ A report by the New York Times on 10 September
revealed that the car had no explosivesut only water containers for the family of the man who was
targeted!®® Heart-breaking images of the children and adults who died in this attack, were shared by
a reporter!®>® Evidence established by the New York Times suggests that the children got inte tiar

of the NGO worker as he backed into the driveway just before the drone attack targeted the vehf€le.
On 17 September the US took responsibility for the killing%-

With ongoing fighting between the Taliban and armed resistance fighters in Panjshéports have
emerged that as of 24 August, food, fuel, and essential supplies were not being allowed into the

%0 Article 19, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Adopted and opened for signature, ratification and accedsidGGeneral Assembly
resolution 2200A (XXI) of 16 Deamber 1966 entry into force 23 March 1976, in accordance with Article 49.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx

1 Alex HortonandDyy " st kk g Ldggc c- Sgd V' rghmfsnm Onrs- 17 Iltkx 1/10- ®@esdqg -bnl
nt sq  fd ° bq n rhttps:/@evfv.gashimhtongosteomiworld/2021/07/28/nazdthasha-afghanistarncomediant  @MH- ®Onot k> q @ef g  m bn
jhkkdec ax ftmldm+ e |l hkx ak’ Il dr S° kha  rafghancpmeliankiBed-byxgunmen-family-lfesness - hm. mdvr . vngkc
taliban20210723165601/https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/populafghan-comediankilled-by-gunmen-family-blames-taliban20210723165601/

152 Tweet. Bilal Sarwary. @bsarwary. 27 July 2021. 3:04 PNittps://twitter.com/bsarwary/status/1419954440421916682?lang=en

BME mcg i q - ®S kha' m g@brb tErnkg NReh nR kd* gxhtom fitaB@e@t. rfert. org&/talbéretighan-folk-singer
killing/31433717.html. Tweet. Sami Mahdi. @Samiullah_mahdi. 30 August 20. 9 :30 PM.
https://twitter.com/Samiullah_mahdi/status/1431647857883459594 Sgd Shl dr ne Hmch - 18 @t ftrs 1/ 10- ®Enkj rh

fighters in Afghanh r shitpm//timesofindia.indiatimes.com/videos/international/fokinger-fawad-andarak-killed-by-taliban-fighters-in-
afghanistan/videoshow/85731070.cmsTweet. The Associated Press. @AP. 29 August 2021. 4:26 PM.
https://twitter.com/AP/status/1431933704239210499

4 Information obtained in writing from human rights defenders based in Afghanistan. Private communication. 8 September 2021. BBC. 5 Sapier
1/10- ®@efg mhrs > m9 S  kha'm ° b hips/tvew.bbecom/fmeksknbridfsia564pEB26m™ ms onkhbd neehbdqg ™ -

AAB- 2/ @t f@erfsg " Imh¥ G- m® TR hmudr s hf = shdtps://vbva.bbe.kom/mews/eodebse 5888019 Thé Hiadu.BO r s ghj d -
@ ftrs 1/10- ®T- R- o04gn ah mfhtgs:éwwh.thehimdukkommews/mtdrigatdonajl/upiotind-ie-civihams wers kgjlddjind — -
strike/article36191336.ece

¥*Sgd Mdv Xngj Shldr- 0/ Rdosdladg 1/10- ®Shldr Hmudrshf > shnm9 Hm T-R- Cqgnmd
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/10/world/asia/usir-strike-drone-kabul-afghanistanisis.html.

BTAAB- 2/ @tftrs 1/10- ®@ef g mhrs ™ m9 TR httpsq/wwndbbcrecendnbvs/diorlddatodBT2hsmm™ s dr  “ hgongs anl
BAAB- 2/ @t ftrs 1/10- ®@ef g mhrs ™ m9 TRhttpsq/wwndbbcrecenénbvs/diorlddatedBT2hsm™ sdr  “ hgongs anl
%9 Tweet. Mathieu Aikins. @mattaikins. 10 September 202https://twitter.com/mattaikins/status/1436742075354075139

®sgd Mdv Xngj Shldr- 0/ Rdosshdlm®d (Hnl /T1-0R- &Syminddr Rnguhd rdsth fDuhcdmbd Rt ffdrsr Mn
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/10/world/asia/usir-strike-drone-kabul-afghanistanisis.html.

®Sgd Mdv Xngj Shl dr - Pedtégonradknosviddges duy. 29 drahéstrike@ Afghanistan was a tragic mistake that killed 10 civilians
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/17/us/politics/pentagedrone-strike-afghanistan.htm! Al Jazeera. 17 Septembet / 1 Mrone attack killed 10
civilians in Kabul, US acknowledges https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/17/dronstrike-killed-10-civilians-in-kabul-us-acknowledges
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/07/28/nazar-khasha-afghanistan-comedian/
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/popular-afghan-comedian-killed-by-gunmen-family-blames-taliban20210723165601/
https://twitter.com/bsarwary/status/1419954440421916682?lang=en
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-afghan-folk-singer-killing/31433717.html
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-afghan-folk-singer-killing/31433717.html
https://twitter.com/Samiullah_mahdi/status/1431647857883459594
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/videos/international/folk-singer-fawad-andarabi-killed-by-taliban-fighters-in-afghanistan/videoshow/85731070.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/videos/international/folk-singer-fawad-andarabi-killed-by-taliban-fighters-in-afghanistan/videoshow/85731070.cms
https://twitter.com/AP/status/1431933704239210499
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58455826
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58380791
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/us-probing-if-civilians-were-killed-in-strike/article36191336.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/us-probing-if-civilians-were-killed-in-strike/article36191336.ece
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/10/world/asia/us-air-strike-drone-kabul-afghanistan-isis.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58372458
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58372458
https://twitter.com/mattaikins/status/1436742075354075139
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/10/world/asia/us-air-strike-drone-kabul-afghanistan-isis.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/17/us/politics/pentagon-drone-strike-afghanistan.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/17/drone-strike-killed-10-civilians-in-kabul-us-acknowledges

Panjshir valley by the TalibaA® Sources interviewed by Amnesty International have confirmed
reports that the Taliban have discontinued electrigi supply and essential supplies to the regiot§?
which hosts a population of around 170,000 peoplé&*

Cutting off essential supplies to civiliad® is a serious violation of international humanitarian law (IHL)

and a war crime. These incidents if proved, would amount to war crimes, and other serious violations

and abuses of international human rights law, and must be investigated. Those reasonably suspect

of criminal responsibility must be brought to justice through fair trials without recourse to the death

penalty.

Reports have also emerged of forced displacement of people in Panjshilatan today, & online news

portal in Afghanistan shared a video of people travelling along a mountain road, vehicles packed with
hsdlr+ "mc sgd b oshnm rs sdr ®En d%Themanspeaking> rr | hf
in the video says that he and others were fited to leave Panjshitt’

A video shared by BBC Persian shows armed fighters, allegedly Taliban, shooting an unarmed man in
semi-military clothing on the side of a road in Panjshiallegations which the Taliban have denietf®

In the same video, another aiilian appears to be arrested by the Taliban, and is heard begging to be
released, saying he is a civilian. According to BBC, Abdul Haq Vasiq, a spokesperson for the Taliban,
has denied targeting civilians® The BBC has established the Taliban killings afvilians in the

Panjshir valley and found that at least 20 civilians were killed recentf§.

While it is not established whether the man wearing military gear was a surrendered soldier, the

military trousers and boots suggest he may have been a formemnaoatant. The male depicted in the

video is wearing military fatigues consistent withiidely circulatedmedia pictures of ANDF

combatants. All persons taking no active part in hostilities, including members of armed forces who

have laid down their arms andsurrendered, are protectedoersonsunder international humanitarian
lawr*Sgdx | trs ad sqd sdc gtl mdkx “~mc ®uhnkdmbd sn
jhmcr+ |1 tshk ™ shnm+ b gasdribus giaaton of IHd and awantne.!$ nqgst gd~ hr

The Taliban must put an end to crimes under international law and remove from its ranks those
responsible for committing these crimes. Those reasonably suspected of criminal responsibility must
be brought to justice through fair trials withoutecourse to the death penalty.

2NDTV. 24 Augustl / 10- ®S  kha"m G ud Rsnoodc Ennc+ @mhitpsdiivav.ndlv.cknkvbndneRditailtannsth nm Chqd9 @
allowingfood-fuel-to-get-into-andarab-valleyamrullah-saleh-2517095- Ghmctr s " m Shl dr - 2 Rdosdl adqg 1/10- ®O mirghqg
rtookx: J° gy’ h htpsdwwi.cdussamimesodmiyidebsmioridews/panjshirtaliban-cuts-electricity-medicine-supply-karzatfor-end-to-
fighting-101630684113814.html.

1 HindustanShl dr - 2 Rdosdladg 1/10- ®O mirghg9 S kha'm btsr dkdbsghbhsx+ | dchbhm
https://www.hindustantimes.com/videos/worldews/panjshirtaliban-cuts-electricity-medicine-supply-karzaifor-end-to-fighting-101630684113814.html.

MCSU- 13 @t ftrs 1/10- ®S kha'm G’ ud Rsno o dcg hEs: e nd@eoen/warldnawsitalibkrka-x  Rhst ° s hnm
allowingfood-fuel-to-get-into-andarab-valleyamrullah-saleh-2517095.

%4 European Asylum Support Office. Country Guidance Afghanistdnitps://easo.europa.eu/countrguidance-afghanistan2020/panjshir.

%5 [ICRC, Customary International Humanitarian Lawplume 1: Rules, rule 55. Starvation as a method of warfare would also
constitute a war crime, see ICRC, Customary International Humanitarian Law: Volume 1: Rules, rule 53.

1% Tweet. Vatan Today. @vatantoday. 10 September 2021. 6:48 PiMps:/mobile.twitter.com/vatantoday/status/1436318143157317667

%7 Tweet. Natiq Malikzada. @natigmalikzada. 12:06 PMttps://twitter.com/natigmalikzada/status/1436217054672064516See alsolnstagram.BBC
Persian. 10 September 2021https://www.instagram.com/p/CTpNBShokyh/?utm_medium=copyKi

188 Instagram. BBC Persian. 12 September 202https://www.instagram.com/tv/CTr8tooo_SH/?utm_medium=copy_liil8ee also InstagramBBC
Persian. 12 September 2021https://www.instagram.com/p/CTsTpfKInS4and Facebook. Asar Hakimi. 10 September 2021.
https://www.facebook.com/1136554729/posts/10220296521459963/?d=nTweet. Sami Mahdi. @ Samiullah_mahdi.
https://twitter.com/Samiullah_mahdi/status/1436612543838052356

% |nstagram. BBC Persian. 12 September 2021https://www.instagram.com/p/CTsTpfKInS4/

MWAAB Mdvr - 01 RdAfghahibtandripis: Talibhrokill civians in resistance strongholdattps://www.bbc.com/news/worleasia58545892.
1 See for example article 3 common to the four Geneva Conventions of 12 and article 8 (2) (C) of the Rome Statute.

72 See for example article 3 common to the four Gema Conventions of 12 and article 8 (2) (C) of the Rome Statute.
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https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/taliban-not-allowing-food-fuel-to-get-into-andarab-valley-amrullah-saleh-2517095
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/taliban-not-allowing-food-fuel-to-get-into-andarab-valley-amrullah-saleh-2517095
https://www.hindustantimes.com/videos/world-news/panjshir-taliban-cuts-electricity-medicine-supply-karzai-for-end-to-fighting-101630684113814.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/videos/world-news/panjshir-taliban-cuts-electricity-medicine-supply-karzai-for-end-to-fighting-101630684113814.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/videos/world-news/panjshir-taliban-cuts-electricity-medicine-supply-karzai-for-end-to-fighting-101630684113814.html
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/taliban-not-allowing-food-fuel-to-get-into-andarab-valley-amrullah-saleh-2517095
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/taliban-not-allowing-food-fuel-to-get-into-andarab-valley-amrullah-saleh-2517095
https://easo.europa.eu/country-guidance-afghanistan-2020/panjshir
https://mobile.twitter.com/vatantoday/status/1436318143157317667
https://twitter.com/natiqmalikzada/status/1436217054672064516
https://www.instagram.com/p/CTpNBShokyh/?utm_medium=copy_link
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Ftv%2FCTr8tooo_SH%2F%3Futm_medium%3Dcopy_link&data=04%7C01%7Cdinushika.d%40amnesty.org%7C8488a7e15dcd409ac4fe08d979afa7c3%7Cc2dbf829378d44c1b47a1c043924ddf3%7C0%7C0%7C637674617611522710%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=fV0ONrV7l%2BSAwEWL1i%2FE29tvaKIJvk530NPDBxthdgM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.instagram.com/p/CTsTpfKInS4/
https://www.facebook.com/1136554729/posts/10220296521459963/?d=n
https://twitter.com/Samiullah_mahdi/status/1436612543838052356
https://www.instagram.com/p/CTsTpfKInS4/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58545892

/. OBSTACLES TO FIEHHNGQUNTRY

Afghan people have been prevented from fleeing and seeking asylum abroad either because the
Taliban prevented people from accessing Kabul airport, or because land borders have been closed.
Some men and women have even been tortured or-illeated when they attempted to leave the
country 17®

Four people interviewed by Amnesty International described how during the last two weeks of August,

the Taliban, who manned checkpoints at the entrance ofi¢ airport, barred them or their friends from

entering the facility, and beat people at the airport entrance or inside the airport. Habiba, who was on

an evacuation list, told Amnesty International that on 17 August, Taliban beat people inside the airport
"esdg ° knnshmf snnj ok bd- ®Sgd S kha " m v msdc du
the waiting hall, near the runway. They [the Taliban] whipped me three times on my legs with a cable.

There were thousands of people and | sawmany pegpl adhmf ad > sdm ~r sgdx vdqd
Habiba said!’* She recounted that two of her male friends were beaten separately and barred from

entering the airport.

She said when her friend Ahmad arrived at a checkpoint close to the airport and said thatwanted

sn dmsdg+ S kha m ad s ghl " mc Similarly,che gaidiwhe®Vgdgd "~ gd
Rg jdda+ "mnsgdg ne G aha’  =-r eghdmcr+ b 1l d sn sgd
him heavily without looking at his documents.

7.1 DIFFECULT CONDITIONSONSSING THE AIRPOR

Speaking to Amnesty International, Aadila described how, for five days, she repeatedly went to the

Kabul airport, but could not gain entry’> Even after she did gain entry, she described how she and

her family wereforced to throw away all their belongings, retaining only cash and jewell&t§Ayesha,

another journalist who managed to escape, recalled how Taliban had gotten into the vehicle that she

"mc nsgdg intgm khrsr vdqgd s qgwemrwoudaqa allow ahymofiyou” me  r © h
toleaveH v nt kc j“hSh&describeéd howkedeaof people, many without valid travel

documents, were trying to enter the airport, consequently preventing those with valid documents from

getting in. It is only afer several days, and after following a complex ppgepared evacuation plan,

that Ayesha was able to gain entry into the airpdré

Abdul, another journalist who managed to leave Afghanistan, described his experience as a

nightmare. ® Hs v °~ r  dttberkek into teetaieperth Ihogether with my children and the children

of another family made a circle and put the children and women inside the circle. We entered into the

crowd at 11:00 PM and came out at 02:00 AM from other sides of the crowd withbany shoes, and

with bloody feet. We were warmly welcomed by the international military forces and flew following the
sdm gntgr v hs ~s sgd ~hgongs- Dmsdghmf HAMmsn sgd
Abdul had come to the airport thre times and it is only on the third attempt that he was able to enter

the airport. He was able to carry only a change of clothes, some cash, his passport, and mobile

phone 18

Kobra, a woman human rights defender who fled Afghanistan on 19 August, alongh her son and
her pregnant daughterin-law, said that she would never forget the scenes at the airpdft She

3 Phone interviews on 2 and 3 September 2021. Kabuhmnesty International.

74 Phone interview. 3 September 2021. KabuAmnesty International.

175

76 Interview with Aadila. Phone conversatio® September 2021. Amnesty International.

7 Interview with Ayesha. Phone conversation. 8 September 2021. Amnesty International.

78 |Interview with Ayesha. Phone conversation. 8 September 2021. Amnesty International.

179 Interview withAbdul. Interview response sent via email. 8 September 2021. Amnesty International.
180 Interview withAbdul. Interview response sent via email. 8 September 2021. Amnesty International.
8 Interview withKobra. Interview response sent via email. 10 Septeab2021. Amnesty International.
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described how she arrived at the airport on multiple days and was pushed back by the soldiers who

threw water on the crowd, fired shots, and tiew a smoke grenade into the crowd. After two days of

trying to reach the airport gate, even with a visa to Canada, she said she only managed to enter the
"hgqongs nm sgd sghgc ¢ x- ®Vgdm vd gqd bgdc sgd cnn
back. It was [a] bad moment [in my] life. There was my son and his wife with me who is 6 months

oqdfm - ms- H sqghdc sn r  ud g¢gd &?Kebgawhitedsfa twe nightgatvdc ~ mc
the airport, before being able to board her flight.

Mahmud, a human rights defender, managed to enter the airport after spending one night outside the

gates, but had long wait times®® Gd cdr bghadr ghr ngcd k “r tmengfdss
30 hours to be boarded on a plane. We left for Doha, in Dohacamd 600 people were kept in the

plane for around six hours. The weather was very hot, in the plane many fainted and were given

n wx f & ke described how for six days during his travel he could not take a showarsituation

that impacts humandignity.

7.2 PREVENTED FROMNIROSE BORDER

Afghans who tried to cross land borders, an Afghan researcher, and the UN agency in charge of
refugees (UNHCR), all told Amnesty International that the Afghan people were also prevented from
seeking refuge abroad becausenost of the land border crossings were closed for asylum seekéfs.
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Spin Boldak border crossing. 2 August 2021. Planet Labs.

182 |nterview withKobra. Interview response sent via email. 10 September 2021. Amnesty International.
183 |nterview withMahmud. Interview response sent via email. 10 September 2021. Amnesty International.
184 Interview withMahmud. Interview response sent via email. 10 September 2021. Amnesty International.

% Phone interviews on 1 and 2 September 2021. Kabul. Amnesty International; UNHCR, Afghanistan situation, 1 September 2021.
reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/Afghanistan%?20Situation%20Emergency%20Update%201%20September%202021.pdf
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Spin Boldakhaman crossing. 24 August 2021. Planet Labs.

For instance, according to UNHCR, Pakistan closed its border wittighanistan, except for people in
need of medical treatment, or with a proof of residend§® Despite that, at the Spin BoldalChaman
border crossing in Kandahar, people with Tazkira (National ID Card) frafandahar, Helmand, Zabul,
and Uruzgan were allowedo cross the borderBetween 2 August 2021 and 24 August 2021, the
crowds attempting to cross the border to Pakistan via the Spin Boldak crossing increased
exponentially, as documented via satellite imagery (see above) and video analysed by Amnesty
International.

An Afghan researcher told Amnesty International that the only option left for people who wanted to flee
the country was to use smugglers, which was both costly and risky.Samad, an Afghan man who

fled to Islamabad with his family told Amnestynternational that he was afraid of being arrested by
Pakistani security forces, because he did not have any legal documents allowing him to stay in
Pakistan!8® Interviewees further added that travelling to Pakistan border by road entailed risks, as the
Taliban had set up checkpoints on the route, and were searching vehicles for government
employees!®

After announcing on 24 August 2021 that Afghans will no longer be able to leave the country, the
Taliban later said that they will allow citizens with travelihorisation from another country to leav&?

186 UNHCR, The Refugee brief, 3 September 2021. https:/imw.unhcr.org/refugeebriefitheefugeebrief-3-september2021/
87 Phone interview, 2 September, Kabul. Amnesty International.

18 Phone interview. 1 September 2021. Islamabad. Amnesty International.

8 Phone interviews. 2 and 3 September 2021. Kabul. Amnesty International.

1% MSN, Taliban spokesman says Afghans will no longer be allowed to leave their country, 24 August 202ty.msn.com/enus/news/world/talibar
spokesmansaysafghanswill-no-longerbe-allowedto-leavetheir-country/arAANGUOT Qd t sdqr - 18 @t ftrs 1/10- ®S " kha"m "~ fqgd
leave,ind g m™ s hn m™ k r HKtpss/wwwdentsrs.com/world/asigacific/talibanagreesallow-afghansleaveinternationatstatementsays2021-08-

29/.
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https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/taliban-agrees-allow-afghans-leave-international-statement-says-2021-08-29/
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7.3 REFUGEES AND HHETRIGEEK ASYLUM
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Refugee
location

Image: 29 August 2021, 53.3334°, 23.7657°, © 2021 Planet Labs, Inc
ce: gugik.gov.pl, retrieved 2021 May 18

Polandelarus Border. 29 August 2021. Planet Labs.
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On 18 August 2021, Iranian authorities announced that they will deny entry to Afghan refugé®s.

In the north, as of 31 August, borders with Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan have been

closed!®® Uzbekistanclosedit | ~ hm bgnrrhmf onhms vhsg @efg mhrs
r d bt &*Eser though Tajikistan initially announced it will accept thousands of Afghan asylum

seekers, it has kept its border closed. As of 1 September, 80 families seeking entry, weréing at

the border!® Similarly, Turkmenistan has not allowed Afghan asylum seekers in since the Taliban

took control of districts on the AfghanistaiTurkmenistan border in July 20211*¢ New construction is

visible along the Turkey border with Irat®’ It will hinder crossing of Afghan refugees coming from

Iran. At the PolandBelarus border, 32 Afghan nationals are among refugees who are at risk of push

back by Polish authorities®®

1 |Interview with Ayesha. Phone conversation. 8 September 2021. Amnesty International.

2S5gd Ghkk- 0 7lraguoses bosler tb flekifg-Afgi@ns -https://thehill.com/policy/international/56842iran-closesborder-to-fleeing:
afghans?rl=1

MAAB- 20 @t fHow mnsanylAfghan refug@es are therand where will they ge — -

https://www.bbc.com/news/worlehsia58283177.

PMAAB- 20 @t fHow mnsanylAfghan refug@es are there and where will they>go -

https://www.bbc.com/news/worleasia-58283177.

%Qdt sdqr- 1 Rdosdladg 1/10- ®S i hjhrs ™ m bonmklsb dhépsdgitydvecstars.cem/vortt/asiam @ef g™ m gdet
pacific/tajikistan-cant-afford-take-afghanrefugeeswithout-help-police-chief-2021-09-02/.

%Sgd Choknl ° s - Gréagr cootdination In/Céimél Asia®responses to border troubles -https://thediplomat.com/2021/07/greater
coordinatiorrin-centratasianresponsesto-afghan-border-troubles/.

197 Planet Labs. 2021. Image on 7.27.2021 compared with image on 9.7.202https://www.planet.com/stories/caldiran_turkeyc28KNSng

@ mdr sx Hmsdgm shnm k- 14 @t ftr s htthd/mOnwam@gong&ed|btest/ne@e/20g1/08polarusatubpyotects anqgcdq -
afghansstuck-at-border~ GQV- 1 Rdosdladg 1/10- ®@efg mr Rstbj “s Onk mc-r Angqcdq Mddc C
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/09/02/afghanstuck-polands-border-need-protection
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New Construction along the [famkegrder between 13 July and 8 6&fi2intianet Labs.

An additional obstacle for Afghan people seeking to flee abroadems to bethe lack of passports.
According to the Afghan researcher who spoke to Amnesty Internationafghan authorities currently
do not deliver passports and Afghan people are not allowed to cross border without passptfts.

The right to seek and enjoy asylum from persecution in other countries is enshrined in international
law?*®*Sgdgdenqgd+ bknrhmf anqgcdqr sn “rxktl rddjdqgr uh

8. CONCLUSIONS

The current situation in Afghanistan is a moment of reckoninga moment when the human rights

gains that the Afghan people have built over two dades is at risk of collapse. In this report, Amnesty
International, OMCT, and FIDH have outlined some of the immediate human rights concerns that

g ud “ghrdm enkknvhmf sgd S kha  violationsgdocyntemed éhg - Sgd
this report are merely a small selection of incidents taking place in Afghanistan, given the fear of

reporting, lack of mobile phone connectivity in many provinces, and in recent days, the shutdown of

internet connectivity in parts of Kabul.

The human rights sitwation in Afghanistan is direDespite the image the Taliban tried to portray of
themselves as a reformed group that will protect the rights of women and guarantee freedom of
expression, it has becoming increasingly clear that those guarantees are alrealjrfg, merely weeks
into their takeover of the country. Reports of killings, torture, and the cutting off of essential supplies to
civilians in Panjshir where active conflict is ongoing, are evidence of war crimes committed by the

S kha’ m- V naredlready beigdirffrigged upon, with women being barred from working

1% Phone interview, 2 September, Kabul. Amnesty International.

200 Art. 14, Universal Declaration of Human Rights; Convention relating to the status of refugees. 1951. Protocol relating tstdtas of refugees of.
1967.
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announced by the Taliban. Crackdowns on protestors have left several people injured and dead.

Journalists are facing significant intimidation and home searches, and are prevented from working

through arbitrary arrest, detention, and #ireatment. Human rights defenders are in hiding, afraid for

their lives and those of their families, while some kia already faced reprisals.

The UNHRC convened a special session on 24 August, in recognition of the urgent need to address

the human rights situation in Afghanistart®> Vghkd sgd gdrnktshnm “cnosdc r s
transparent and prompt investigion into reports of all violations and abuses of human rights and

violations of international humanitarian law, committed by all parties to the conflict, and to hold those
gdronmrhakd sn “bbntms+  hs edkk r gleagasdconsistentqd ™ s h mf
calls from the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission, the UN High Commissioner for

Human Rights, Special Procedures, and civil society. Instead, it simply mandated further updates by

the High Commissioner for Human Rights.

It is essential that the UNHRC proceed to establish an independent investigative mechanism during
its 48" regular session without delay, building on the initial responses delivered by the UNHRC special
session and UNSC urgent resolution.

On 30 August, theUN Security Council (UNSC) adopted an urgent resolution on Afghanist&hThe
Council must monitor compliance with its resolution, including through reporting by the Human Rights
Unit in the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMAY? and be ready to implement and

enforce its resolution through further measures. The UN must supply UNAMA with the resources and
on-the-ground staff necessary for robust human rights monitorin@n 17 September the UNSC
unanimously adopted Resolution 259&04 providing UNAMA with an extended mandate for six
months until 17 March 2022. This means that the provisions iINSC Resolution 2543 of 202005
regarding the role of the OHCHR to monitor human rights and support the rule of law continues to

apply.

The authaities in Afghanistan must respect and protect human rights, especially those of women,
bghkcqgqdm+ "~ mc | hmnghshdr- dmrtgd sgd ghfgs sn et kk
adhere to the rule of law; allow Afghans to leave Afghanistan; andpest international humanitarian

law. It is apparent that these minimum safeguards are not being met at this time, by the Taliban and

other armed groups such as théSKP, as they continue to perpetrate violations and abuses with

impunity.

This poses a hugaesponsibility for the international community to take a strong stance before the UN
Human Rights Council and the UN Security Council (UNSC), to ensure that the human rights situation
in Afghanistan is closely monitored, and that the authorities are helnlthe human rights standards

set out in international human rights law and in UNSC Resolution 259%. Engagements with the
authorities in Afghanistan to ensure respect for international human rights law must commence
immediately, and human rights violatiom and abuses must be independently monitored, verified, and
documented. It is therefore imperative that a robust international mechanism is established for that
purpose.

2L Amnestyl,sdgm” shnm> k- @ ftrs 13+ 1/10 2943 ol ®@efg  mhrs m9 Rg ' Ilgetk e hktgd n
b g h https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/08/afghanistamamefutfailure-of-unhrc-speciatsessionto-addressescalatinghuman-rights-and-
humanitarian-crisis/.

202 UN Security Council Resolutio2593. https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCFIBD27-4E9G8CD3
CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s%20res%202593.pdf

2% Human Rights Urit. UNAMA. https://unama.unmissions.org/humarrights.

204 UN Security Council Resolution 2596nttps://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2596(2021)Also seeUN. Meetings Coverage and Press Releases. 2021.
@®Jnanimously Adopting Resolution 2596 (2021), Security Council Extends United Nations Mission in Afghanistan for Six Month3adiban Establishes
Rule across Country https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14639.doc.htm

205 UN Security Council Resolution 2543https://undocs.org/s/res/2543%20(2020)
208 UN Security Council. Resolution 2593. 3®\ugust 2021. S/Res/2593.https://undocs.org/S/RES/2593(2021)
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9. RECOMMENDATIONS

TO ALL UN MEMBERSAND STATESAYAFOR THE PXEARG
FIMNCIALLY SUPPORGHBMCIVIL SOGIRDY;

Countries that have already pledged support for atrisk Afghans, as well as those who are yet to
make these commitments, should protect and respect the rights of all refugees and asylum
seekers,including by: -
1. Immediately halting all deportationsind forced returns; and ensuring the protection of all
Afghans in their territories, through granting refugee status or other forms of
internationalprotection.

2. In particular, States should consideall Afghan womenand girls asprima facie refugees,on
the grounds of high risk of gendebased persecutionupon return to Afghanistan.

3. Suspending visa requirementand/or expeditinghumanitarianvisas to atrisk groups+
including journalists, members of civil society,iman rights defenders, in particular, women
human rights defenders,and other women who worked in security, justice and judicial
sectors, and members of minority ethnic and religious groups. Visaguirementsshould be
suspended at least until embassieand consulates reopen in Afghanistan, and visgranting
processes function in a prompt, effective, and transparent wayhose countries whose visa
granting processes for Afghans are still functioning in a prompt, transparent, and effective
way, should expedie humanitarian visas and/or grant minimal
documentationrequirementsfor these groups.

4. Neighbouring countries should commit to maintaining open borders for refugees and
implementing measures to ensure that border crossings are safe

5. States with resourcedo do so, shouldopen or increasesafe pathways to protection, such
as resettlement and community sponsorship, offering placggoportionateto the scale of the
crisis, while considering theparticular situationof women.

6. The United States of America, Ewpean Union and its members, UK, Switzerland, Canada,
and Australia must work to ensure those who are at risk in Afghanistan, particularly those
working for them,are granted safe passage and resettlement in one of these countries.

7. Allstatespartytotdh Qnl d Rs stsd I trs bnnodqg sd+ ~mc oqdi
cooperate with the International Criminal Court (ICC) and its investigation into war crimes and
crimes against humanity, including crimes committed by the Taliban and affiliated forces.

8. While welcoming the continuous engagement towards humanitarian aid for the suffering
population in Afghanistan, states supporting development and humanitarian aid and engaging
the Taliban authorities should demand a commitment to uphold human rights treadi, ratified
and binding upon Afghanistan.

RESPONSIBILITYHEHINTERNATIOMMUBIDY, PARTICUVMRTHE
UNITED NATIONS TO:

1. Ensure safe passage for all people trying to leave Afghanistan.

a. Ensure that access to the airports is permitted to eveyone by the Taliban. The United
Nations and the international community via the UNAMA, or through a specially
appointed mandate holder, or through biateral engagements by state parties, must
commence hegotiations with the authorities in Afghanistan aride authorities of
neighbouring countries to asure safe passagdor refugees tocountries sharing land
borders with Afghanistan.
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2. Protection and safe evacuationfor human rights defenders and other atrisk groups

a. The United Nations and theinternational community via the UNAMA, or through a
specially appointed mandate holder, must commence negotiations with the authorities in
Afghanistan to esure safety for individuals at risk who remain in Afghanistan

b. Postnegotiations, mechanisms for mtection should also be developed. The international
community must engage collectively to holthe authorities in Afghanistario international
human rights standards and ensure the safety of human rights defenders, journalists, and
other groups at high k.

3. Securing commitment to human rights guarantees from the authorities in Afghanistan

UN SECURITY COUNCIL

1. Following up on its Resolution 259&nd Resolution 2596 the UN Security Council must
press theauthorities in Afghanistarto honour internationalhuman rights principles,
drodbh  kkx vhsg qdrodbs sn vnldm-r qghfgsr

2. The UN Security Council must monitor compliance with the minimum standards on
human rights contained in UNSC Resolution 2598nd Resolution 2596 by receiving
regularbriefings on the human rights situation from the UN Assistance Mission in
Afghanistan (UNAMA).

3. The UN must provide the Human Rights Unit of UNAMA with sufficient ethe-ground
staff (whilst assuring their safety) and resources (including from additionallwetary
contributions by member states) to carry out robust and independent human rights
monitoring.

4. The UN Security Council must appoint a special mandate holder or other special
mechanism to negotiate with theuthorities in Afghanistarand increase intenational
pressureon the authoritiesto end all human rights violations and abuses that are being
reported from various parts of the country, via mechanisms available through the United
Nations and multilateral negotiations.

5. All efforts must be taken tgpressure the Taliban and other armed groups in Panjshir
valley to adhere to international human rights law and humanitarian law, protect civilians,
civilian objects, and prisoners of war, and ensure uninterrupted access to essential
supplies and humanitaran aid.

6. The United Nations through a special mandate holder or other mechanism, must put in
place a mechanism to negotiate with the authorities in Afghanistan,@éasure commercial
and civilian aircraftsare able tooperate safelyat the international airprts, and are
provided the security needed for such operations

a. Negotiations must commence by the United Nations with the authorities in Afghanistan,
either through a special mandate holder or through an existing mechanism, to support
evacuations from Kall airport and other international airports in Afghanistan by securing
safety for civilians at the airport and ensursafe travel for civilians to the airport

UN HUMAN RIGHTSICOUN

The UN Human Rights Council must stablish a factfinding mission or similar independent
investigative mechanism, with anulti -year mandateto:

1. Investigate all alleged violations and abuses of international human rights law, international
humanitarian law, and other serious human rightsi@lations and abuses, including any
gendered dimensions of such violations and abuses, by all parties to the conflict in
Afghanistan
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2. Contribute to efforts to bring all those suspected of criminal responsibility for crimes under
international law to justie in fair trials before ordinary civilian courts and without recourse to
death penalty, including by identifying those suspected of criminal responsibility, collecting
and preserving evidence for future prosecutions, and making recommendations on necegsar
measures to end impunity and ensure accountability for serious crimes.

3. Make recommendations for concrete action to protect the rights of the people of Afghanistan,
to ensure access to justice, truth and reparations for victims and survivors, and to pretve
further atrocities.

4. Report regularly, including intersessionally, to the HRC, as well as to the General Assembly,
the UNSC, and other relevant UN organs and bodies.

THE INTERNATIOMANAIRCOURT

1. The ICC should make a public decision regarding thequest filed by the Afghan government
in 2020 to defer the investigation under Article 18 of the Rome Statute, taking into
consideration that (a) crimes are ongoing; and (b) the new de facto authorities in Afghanistan
are unlikely to be willing or able tinvestigate and prosecute criminal acts that may fall under
sgd HBB-r itghrchbshnm-

TO THE AUTHORNTAESHANISTAN

1. On ending human rights violations

End all human rights violations that are taking place in Afghanistan including reprisal killings;
attacks on members of ethnic and religious minorities, women and girls, LGBTI people, human
rights defenders, civil society members, judges, lawyers, former government officials, journalists
and others; and attacks on protests, torture, and ill treatmenf those arrested; and the exclusion
of women and girls from public life, including work and education.

2. Ensure the human rights of everyone in Afghanistan.

Adhere to international human rights law and humanitarian law, protect civilians and civilian
objects end murders and other violations targeted at surrendered soldiers and other former
government officials, and ensure uninterrupted access to essential supplies and humanitarian aid.

3. On accountability for crimes under international law and other serious human rights
violations

a) Ensure investigations into all reliable allegations of crimes under international law and other
serious human rights violations and abuses and where individuals are suspected of criminal
responsibility, and ensure they are brought ttial in accordance with international human
rights law and without recourse to the death penalty.

b) Pending investigation and trial of those reasonably suspected of crimes under international
law, remove them from the ranks of the Taliban or any other focender their control.

c) Agree to and support the establishment & UN special mandate holder, a facfinding
mission, or other special mechanism, to independently monitor human rights in Afghanistan.

d) Ensure cooperation with the Office of the Prosecutof the ICC in investigating Rome Statute
crimes committed in Afghanistan.

e) Ensure the safety of survivors, withesses, HRDs, and civil society members who have
contributed to the investigative and outreach efforts of the ICC.

4. On the right to leave the country:-

a) Ensure that access to the airports is permitted to everyone, and end checkpoints whereisk
individuals are screened by the Taliban, preventing most-gatk groups from accessing the
airports for evacuation flights.
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b) Ensure open borders with countries sharing landorders with Afghanistan.

c) Respect and protect the rights of atisk individuals including human rights defenders, civil
society members, women and girls, LGBTI people, politicians, local government and nrayo
members of minority ethnic and religious groups, journalists, entertainers, former government
workers and other atrisk groups.

5. On humanitarian aid

a) Ensure safe passage for humanitarian aid workers delivering critical services to Afghans
across the courry to ensure humanitarian aid can continue without interference.

The World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT) work
with around 200 member organisations which make uj
its SOForture Network, to end torture, fight impunity
and protect human rights defenders worldwide.
Together, we make up the largest global grelyp activ
standing up to torture in more than 90 countries.
Helping local voices to be heard, we support our key
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partners in the field and provide direct assistance to
victims. Our International Secretariat is based in
Geneva, and we also have offices inrsBimdskainis.

FIDH takes action for the protection of victims of hume
rights violations, for the prevention of violations and to
bring perpetrators to justice. FIDH works for the respe
of all the rights set out in the Universal Declaration of
Human Righ civil and political rights, as well as
economic, social and cultural rights wd®H
establisheth 1922,andtodayunites192 member
organizations 117 countries around the world. FIDH
coordinates and supports their activities anelsprovid
them with a voice at the international level.
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Amnesty International is a movement of 10 million pe
which mobilizes the humanity in everyone and camp:
for change so we can all enjoy our human rights. Oul
Is of a world where those in power keep their promist
respect imrnational law and are held to account. We
Independent of any government, political ideology, e«
Interest or religion and are funded mainly by our mer
and individual donations. We believe that acting in sc
and compassiohweople everywhere can change ou
societies for the better.
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