
Article 5 

(1) No person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty save in 
accordance with law. 

(2) Where complaint is made to a High court or any judge thereof that a 
person is being unlawfully detained the court shall inquire into the 
complaint and, unless satisfied that the detention is lawful, shall order 
him to be produced before the court and release him. 

(3) Where a person is arrested he shall be informed as soon as may be of 
the grounds of his arrest and shall be allowed to consult and be 
defended by a legal practitioner of his choice. 

(4) Where a person is arrested and not released he shall without 
unreasonable delay, and in any case within twenty-four hours 
(excluding the time of any necessary journey) be produced before 
a magistrate and shall not be further detained in custody without the 
magistrate's authority: Provided that this Clause shall not apply to the 
arrest or detention of any person under the existing law relating to 
restricted residence, and all the provisions of this Clause shall be 
deemed to have been an integral part of this Article as from Merdeka 
Day. 

(5) Clauses (3) and (4) do not apply to an enemy alien. 

 


